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CHARLES/ 

DUKB OF RICHMOND, LENOX, AND D*AUBIGNT, 

KKIGHT OF THE MOST HONOURiABLB ORDER OF THE 
GARTER, 

CAPTAIN GENERAL, AND GOVERNOR IN CHIEF 
OF THE CANADAS, 

&€• &C. &C. 

Mojf it please your €hace, 
Sir, 

THE uno$tentaiku8 Hspiay of 

your Grojce^s Virtues the justice and humanir 

ty of your Jfdministration .and the fostering 

care and zeal for the welfare of these Pravinr 
cesy which -you' have ever manifested^ since you 
were first appointed to the high office you now 
holdy as Captain General and Gwernar in Chief 
of the Canadas are the strongest characterii- 
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tics of true greatwss,; and inspire me with com- 
rage to request your acceptance of this little 
work. 

Mtf confidefice is increased hy the persuasion, 
that your liberal and comprehensive mind will 
duly appreciate the motives ihat have led to its 
publication; nor will your Grace be less disposed 
to regard with a favourable eye the importance 
of its details, from the humble and imperfect 
whinner in which they ore communicated. 

Should this bookjbe hQnoi4r€d by your Grace's 
perusal, the Author, eonfident in the Truth of his 
Statements, and in the Experience on which 
those statements arejbunded, v)ill feel but little 
anxiety for his f amp as a writef*. Jndeed, the 
chief honour to which he aspires^ as the Author 
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of this warkyis, that he may secure your Orace^s 
approbation, and have the privilege afsubserith 
ing himself, 

Your Graces most obeHeni, 

And most devoted humhk Servant, 

/ 
CHARLES F. GRBCE. 



London^ March %5, 18 1 9. 



Digitized by V^OOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PSJOFACBt 



THE facts and observations^ wlyicb^ in this little 
woil^9 1 have ventured to lay before the pnbliC| 
are drawn from the most authentic sonrces^ and 
resnh from ishe best possible data. They origi- 
nate in my own personal knowledge^ and from 
the most unequivocal information of those wte 
liaVe resided in^ or visited those parts of thb 
transatlantic continent Which have not been to 
me the scenes of ocnlar demonstration. Prom 
a perfect conviction, therefore, of the truth and 
utility of my remarks and experience, I have 
been induced to draw a comparison between the 
Canadian Frovinces, and the Western States ef 
NorA America. 
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Although many personis have written on tbe 
Canadas^ and also on other parts of North Ame- 
rica, the comparative advantages to settlers, in 
these respective portions of the Aew world^ havt 
not formed any part of their discussion. 

This consideration prompted me to delineate 
the prospects and advantages which present 
themselves to those who may take np a residence 
in Canada; arid I tmst, that an acquaintance 
with the country for sixteen years, part of which 
time was passed in a trackless forest, will be con- 
3idered a sufficient qualification for the task I 
have undertaken. Besides having, since the 
year 1807, resided ^^ ^ cleared and very popu-^ 
Igns part of the country, dedicating great part 
of my time to e:$perimental agriculture^ with a 
view to inaprove the erroneous practice of the 
Canadian farmers. 

Mt experience thus obtained, enables me to 
give a correct and circumstantial view of the va- 
rious agricultural productions of these Provinceaj^ 
as well as tbe expenses attending an establish- 
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ment, either on cleared land^ or in the foreftts. 
The^e preliminaries are necessary^ in order to 
judge of the success of an uodertaking in either 
situation. 

The great object of my interference with the 
farmers has been to enaUe the^ colonies to sup* 
port themselves^ and render them beneficial to 
the parent state^ by increasing the nnmerom 
objects applicable to exportation^ and thus to 
obviate the necessity of importing into Can^ada 
various productions of the soil^ as well as stocU of 
levery description, from the United Stutes of A- 
merica; a practice very dangerous to the welfaiie 
and even security of the colonies, and absolutely 
destructive of its agricultural interests. 

My exertions in this cause, there is reason to 
hope, have not been without success, and the 
period I trust, is nearly arrived, when our own 
.fftrmers, stimulated by the rewards of the Agri* 
cultural Societies, established in I8I7, will put 
^ stop to the necessity of those supplies, and 
furnish increased quantities of productions for 
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eaqiortation^ whmi the West Imties may h^ finw 
Bjfihed from hence. Indeed it is a eobsidera* 
tion of vital importtttce, that die islands^ shooaM 
he supplied by British America with articles of 
her natural^ as well as her artificial produce; and 
so abundant am the resources of those regions^ 
that Great Britain may look to diem, with eost 
fidence for naval supplies^ and liins be rendere4 
independent of other countries^ for all tlios^ avw 
ticles she may ever stand in need of. 

The great influx of native Americans into the 
Canadas for many years past, may be considered 
a s^ong proofs in addition to the other mcum*- 
Stances brought forward in this wori^^ of the great 
advantages which these colonies possess ower their 
own country for settlers. The population in the 
townships of Lower Canada is composed of two-- 
tirfrds Americans. And it may be iiemar]ce4 
here, that they are the best people to employ ii^ 
the #oods, beijBg well acquainted with the dear* 
ing of new land^ and able to make the necessary 
utensils and implements required m a new set^ 
tleraent« 
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Ip tli6 Americaoft find it advant^^geoosto fiettle 
in die Canadasi it would follow^ that £nglifih<' 
m^tk milrt have greater int^eeti as tbey fall into 
a society with laws and habits sxmilw to Uieir 
owlk Nor hav^ the Germans oyerlooksd tliefte 
advantages. Many have fonnd an asyliun liere: 
Mr. Poser of Qnebec^ a native of Germany, has 
formed a considerable settlement with people 
lately arrived firora that country., lliere are 
GermUns to be fonnd in both the Provinces, who 
are in easy ciMomstances, and jaany iof them in 
afln^ce* 

In this conntry the sports of the field are free 
to all, and the game and water fowl invite the 
sportsmati at his leisure hours to healthftd amnse- 
ihent. Fishing is not less agreeable to many ; the 
rivers and lakes are stocked with a greater abnn« 
dance and variety of fine fish than those of En^ 
rope. These pursuits not only afibrd recreation, 
but they help to recompence the emigrant for ma*^ 
ny Ihings dear to him, whidi he left in his native 
land. 
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But there are other inducements of^m!leIi 
greater importance to his happiness. He sees a 
prospect hefore him of providing a comfortable 
establishment for his children, which hope, in 
many cases, alas! could not be cherished in Eih 
ropean countries.^ . 

Some of the writers on Canada, particularly 
Mr. Lambert, and his copyists^ have taken upon 
themselves.to censure the manners of the Caita-< 
diaa women as licentious. One finds difficulty in 
reprehending with sufficient severity, the injustice 
of this charge. It is certainly a most gross and 
nnfounded calumny; and I know not how to ac- 
count for such conduct in the writers alluded to, 
but by supposing, that it owes its origin to a radi* 
cal'want of decency in the character of those 
who have had the effi'ontery to invent and pro- 
pagate it. . 

The Canadians, as a people, are very friendly 
and hosipitable to strangers who settle amongst 
them. They are ever ready to give assistances in 
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labpur or otherwise: the foi^mer very frequently 
withoQt reward. / 

I SHOULD not do justice to the Americans^ who 
are thickly settled in both the Provinces^ were I 
to omit observing, that they are equally hospi- 
table, and desirous to assist strangers who become 
their neighbours. 

hf the Appendix various details will be found 
respecting topics connected with the husbandry 
of Canada, which will afford considerable interest 
to those whose views are directed to a settlement 
10 that country. 
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FACTS AND OBISERVATIONS, 



fyc. ^c. 8$c. 



THE present rage for emigration to North A-* 
merica has been the means of eliciting much va** 
luable information relative to that extensive con- 
tinent. Bot it has also produced much merely 
literary ^ speculation, numerous ridiculous blun-,, 
ders> and not a few wilful misrepresentations. 

It cannot with propriety be denied, that one 
of the main inducements to cimigration, has its 
origin in political prejudice and animosity. Rest- 
less and dissatisfied at home, and impatient of 
tho$e restraints which the wisdom of Governr 
ment has imposefl upon the turliulent spirits of 
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the idle and the disaffected, many persons assume 
the character of republicans; and, under profes- 
sions of great zeal for the rights of man, forsake 
their, native country, and retire to the United 
States* 

. Besides these theorists in politics, the sanguine 
speculators in commerce, and the visionary expe^ 
rimentalists in agriculture, all turn their atten- 
tion to the transatlantic shores of Republican 
America. 

There are other motives, even more equivocal 
than these, to expatriation. There are not a few 
of the emigrants who leave' Great Britain from 
having exposed themselves to the justice of its 
law*. ' 

All these fly to the United States, as to an 
asylum; but, alas! bow miserably have multi- 
tudes of emigrants already found themselves dis- 
appointed! .What bitter regrets have succeeded 
their brightest hopes and golden dreams! Still^, 
however, the emigration-mania has not been 
cured. Such plausible and fascinating writers as 
Mr» Birkbeck tend tp keep alive the, hazardous, 
and often fruitlesss desire of emigration.. Expe- 
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rience alone efiectaally undeceives ; but how fre- 
' quently doe» it happen that knowledge of this 
kind comes too late! Seeing^ therefore, that 
nothing but experience can offer an effectaal 
check to self-expatriation; and, moreover, con- 
sidering it a duty which I owe to the country of 
my birth, as well as to those distant portions of 
its dominion^ which I have adopted, and where 
I have resided, with my family, many years, I 
have attempted in this little work, a delineation 
of the present state of the two Canadas; princi- 
pally with a view to divert the tide of emigration 
From the remote tracts,, and wilds of the back 
settlements, and other regions of the United 
States, to the more hospitable, contiguous, and 
accessible districts of the Lower and Upper Ca- 
nadas. 

In the performance of this duty, (for a duty I 
consider it), I have, throughout, studied to pre- 
serve the strictest impartiality; and have never 
ventured an opinion which is not, in my own mind, 
founded in truth and matter of fact. 

The elegancies of style, and the beauties of a 
graceful diction, can hardly be expected from 
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tbe pen of a mere farmer, who has never had any 
opportunity for literary composition, and who 
is content to tell a plain story in plain and homely 
phraseology. But the information which long 
experience has enabled him to collect, will not 
be the less acceptable or useful, because it is giv- 
en in a style and manner which every reader may 
be able to understand. 

As this little work is intended, in some degree, 
to afford a comparative view of the advantages 
► and disadvantages of emigration to the different 
regions of the American continent, (I mean of the 
British provinces of Canada, the Eastern United 
Statei^, and the new States in the western terri- 
tory of Republican America), I will, in the first 
place, just glance at tbe comparative expense of 
time and money; and the tomparative difficul- 
ties and dangers'of travelling, by sea and by land, 
to these respective districts. This view of the 
subject, however, shall be confined to a compa- 
rison between theCanadas and the Illinois State^ 
The emigrant from Great Britain who has re- 
solved to make choice of the Illinois, must, of 
course, cross the Atlantic ocean. The emigrant 
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to the Canadas must do the same. This voyage 
is usually performed in about five or six weeks. 
Both these emigrants may sail nearly all the 
way to Quebec or Montreal. The one who is 
bound for the Illinois must then traverse a coun- 
try, sometirties, indeed, by inland navigation, hut 
generally in waggons, or on foot, of about two- 
thirds the distance from the Canadas, as the Ca- 
nadas are from Great Britain. By the time, 
therefore, that the Illinois emigrant has arrived 
at the place of his destination, the Canadian emi- 
grant might be comfortably seated by his own 
fire-side, restitig from the fatigues of his voyage. 

The almost insurmountable difficulties which 
emigrants to the western territories have to en- 
counter, even after they Jiave landed on the A- 
merican continent, Mr. Cobbett, in a«rlate num- 
ber of his Register, addressed to what he calls 
his dear friend, Mr. Morris Birkbeck, has treated 
in a most severe, but just, strain of sarcasm. On 
no other subject would I have chosen to quote 
the authority of such a writer as Mr. Cobbett. 
The versatility and equivocal nature of his cha- 
racter cannot, however, destroy the foundations 
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oftrath. On this account, therefore/ajid with 
this apology for the introduction of such a writ- 
er's name, I will venture to transcribe what he 
has told his friend Mr. Birkbeck on this point. 
Mr, Cobbett, partly, indeed, quoting Mr. Birk- 
beck's own confessions, ^describes the country 
which must be traversed in order to arrive at the 
Land of Promise in the Illinois, as " rugged 
roads," containing ^^ dirty hovels; fire in the 
woods to sleep by;" " pathless ways through 
the wildernesses;" with '^ dangerous crossings of 
the rivers," &c. In another place Mr. Cobbett 
^ays, ^^ If English farmers must emigralte, why 
^^ should they encounter unnecessary difficulties ? 
^^ Coming from a country like a garden, why 
^' shbuld they not stop in another, somewhat re^ 
*^ ^emA/mg' that which they have lived in before? 
" Why should they, at an expense amounting 
*^ to a large part of what they possess, travel two 
^^ thousand miles, at the hazard of their limbs 
^^ and lives, take women and children through 
'^ scenes of hardship and distress not easily de^ 
^' scribed, and that, too, to live like gipsies at 
the end of their journey, for at least a year or 
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*' two?".,-, Why, indeed? There is no reasoa 
Ujcider heaven for undertaking such perils, and 
dangers, and fatigues, that has not its founda- 
tion in ignorance, prejudice, or something worse 
than both. 

The delusions of such visionaries as Mr, Morris 
^ Birkbeck cannot be too severely re|>rol)ated* 
Next to the crime of downright falsehood, is thai 
of telling, in certain cases, only half the truths 
Mr. Birkbeck, though compelled at times to ad- 
mit a disagreeable fact, has stifled many impor^ 
tant truths in the most shameful^ and culpable 
manner. Nor has Mr, Fearon, though, without 
doubt, the most honest and candid writer on 
this subject that has hitherto appeared, always 
adhered to the duty of telling the whol€ truths 

He has,, however, this to be said in his favour 

If be has omitted all notice of the Canadas, it 
has been owing, in all probability, to the nature 
of his instructions from the thirty*nine English 
families who sent him out on a kind of voyage of 
discovery to the United StateSy^nd their depen- 
dencies only. Mr, Fearon*s friends, wished to 
forsake the government and laws, as well as the 
country of Great Britain. 
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If, however, the emigrant to the Wabash 
country could, after having encountered the dif- 
ficulties, aiid borne the expenses of his journey, 
find advantages to reward him .for his labour 
which he could not find in the Ganadas, through 
which he must pass, if he woi^ld pursue the 
nearest route*, he would, perhaps, be justified 
in making choice of those distant and trackless 
districts. I say, perhaps, for I much question 
whether any subject of Great Britain can, upon 
a general principle of reasoning, justify his con- 
duct in deliberately adding to the strength and 
resources of a rival nation, whilst^^there are ex- 
tensive, rich, and fertije territories, belonging to 
his own country, inviting the hand of cultiva-* 
tion, and claiming the ex,ertions of all those who 
may be induced to quit the immediate soil that 
gave them birth, to seek their fortunes in distant 
regions. Your citizens of tlie world, I fear, for 
the most part, are but iadifferent members of partis 

* When the canah are made, as projected in the United States^> 
to join the waters of Lake Erie to those of the Ohio, and that of 
Lake Michigan, to the river Illinois, this route will give every fa-. 
ciljiy and convenience of approaching those territories. 
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cular communities; and it may be said of the na- 
tives and subjects of England generally, if they are 
not for their country, they are against it. It is im- 
possible to remain neuter when patriotism, or the 
love of one's country, is the question. 

Be all this, however, as it may, I will under- 
take to prove, that the advantages of emigi-atlou 
to the Canadas greatly surpass those to be found 
in either the eastern United States, or those of 
the Ohio territory. 

It has ah-eady been shown, that the distance, 
and consequent expense of transport, are not to be 
compared. Let us now take a view of the respec- 
tive climates of the two countries. If Canada is 
too cold, the Illinois is too hot; but I contend, that 
neither the Lower nor the Upper Province can, 
with propriety, be deemed countries too cold for 
British constitutions . Much has been said of the 
cold atmosphere of these parts ; but if the longevi- 
ty and generally healthful state of the inhabitants 
may be allowed to furnish any criterion' of the sa- 
lubrity, or otherwise, of the climate, the Canadas 
are second to no part of this vast continent. 

Near Quebec, it must be confessed, the air is 
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rigoFous; bat proceeding towards Upper Canadai 
the clioiate may be denominated European, si- 
milar to that of tlie provinces on the Ahine* 
With respect, however, even to Quebec, it is no 
mean argument for its general salubrity, that the 
mother country has adopted it for the s^at of go- 
vernment; which, most assuredly, would not 
have been the case, had the winters beqti as se- 
yere as some interested writers have asserted. 
The grape-vine grows wild in both provinces, 
and always comes to maturity, a circumstance 
which does not occur in very rigorous climates: 
ihdeed, both the Canadas abound with trees, 
shrubs, plants, herbs, and beautiful foliage, com- 
mon to climates which B,ie never deemed other- 
wise than temperate. Melons come to maturity 
in the open gardens. , 

With respect to the Illinois territory, it may 
be observed, that the climate cannot possibly be 
either so healthful to an European constitution, 
or so generally favourable to cultivation. Mr. 
Birkbeck appears to have laboured as much to 
withhold, as to convey information; and that not 
only with respect to the difficulties he had to en- 
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counter in travelling to the place be fixed upon/bnt 
also with respect to the place itself. He has not 
told ns^ that the cliorate of the Wabash countryis 
snch as to prevent the most laborious parts of a- 
gricultural employments from being performed 
by Europeans, on account of its heat: he has 
not told us that the system of slavery must be a-^ 
dopted there, if cultivation be to be carried on to 
any great extent. There is something very dis- 
ingenuous in all this. Mr. Birkbeck must have 
known very well, that the labour of ploughing, 
harrowing, hoeing, sowing, reaping, housing, &c. 
could not be weH performed by those who have 
been accustomed to the air and climate of Great 
Britain. 

How great has been the astonishment of many 
to find, that this same English Prairie is indebt- 
ed to the sweat, the toil, the groans, the heart- 
breaking pangs of slavery! Indeed, there is 
good reason to believe, that the western territory 
will for ever be subject to that speciesof labour; 
the heat of the climate being too great for white 
men's constitutions. In the months of July and 
August the heat is absolutely intolerable; ' 
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Not SO with respect to the Canadas. During^ 
the snmmer months, there are times, when the 
heat is considerable; but it is at no time, what 
ean be fairly called scorching. The rapid pro- 
gress of vegetation, during those months, is al- 
most beyond credibility. But of this more here- 
after. 

With these general remalrks, as to climate, &c, 
I^ shall proceed to a detail of the present state of 
these fertile provinces. 

CANADA is divided into two provinces, the 
Lower and Upper. Theformer of these is sub- 
divided into four districts, (viz.) Gaspie, Quebec, 
Trois Rivieres, and Montreal. It is situated east 
of the New England States, Vermont, and the 
State of New York, and forms their limits. Mon- 
treal, Quebec, and Trois Rivieres, are the prin- 
cipal market towns. The city of Montreal is si- 
tuated in 45^ 30"^ north latitude. 

Upper Canada is bounded on the east, by the ' 
United States, the great lakes passing between 
this province and them. It extends in a wester^ 
ly direction to the Mississipi, through the Lake 
of the Woods, to the westward. North-west of 
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th<e Mississipi^ its boniidaries are indefinite^ the 
limits of Louisiana^ being still undecided, or not 
very accarately known; baton the norths this 
province is bounded by the river Ottowa. ' 

This extensive region is watered by numerous 
fine rivers, some of them^ particularly the St. 
Lawrence, affording a very easy communication 
with the Atlantic Ocean; an advantage which the 
Ohio States cannot possibly ever obtain • And 
this, be it remembered, is an advantage which 
the Canadas cannot possibly ever lose. 

It is hardly necessary to state, that the Canadas 
are under the British Government. • They have 
l^en sometimes invidiously termed the English 
Canada, and the French Canada. This unfair 
and improper distinction has been recently con^ 
ferred upon them by a Mr. Sansom, who has 
published, in New York, a book which he calls. 
Sketches of Lower Canada; a work abound- 
ing- in blunders and mistatements of the most 
injaripus and palpable nature. But it is a suf^ 
ficient description of this writer to inform my 
reader, that Mr. Sansom, in more places than 
one, triumphantly boasts^ that sootier or later the 
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Canadas must beloBg to the United States; and 
speaks of it, as a " momentous truth, that, in che^ 
" rishigg Upper Canada, Great Britain is but 
" sowing the seeds of another ^ Rebellion,' for 
-*^ another Washington to gather.'* 

By the treaty with England, at the conquest 
in 1759-60, it was stipulated, that the people 
should retain their own laws, and have the en- 
tire freedom of their religious institutions gua-» 
ranteed to them. It is this circomstance thiat 
has induced Mr. Sansom and others, to denomi- 
nate Lower Canada a French province; and this 
he has done from no other apparent motive, than 
to induce a belief in English emigrants, that by 
removing to that province, they are removing to 
the company of entire strangers; than which no-^ 
thing can be more untrue. Both the Canadas 
possess a constitution similar to that of England; 
differing, of course, in those points which their 
situation and peculiar circumstances require. 
The Canadas are wholly unincumbered by debt; 
and their civil and religious institutions are not 
inferior, according to their extent, to those of 
the mother country. » The protestants pay no 
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tythes; and the catholics but very 'few^ which 
are pdd to their pwn clergy. Direct taxation 
is hardly felt^ being confined to importations: dry 
goods paying 2iper cent, ram, from 8d. to Is. 
per gallon ; brandy, gin, and wines, being pro- 
ductions of foreign states, pay higher duties; so 
that, as it has been justly observed, ^^ any man 
'^ with a moderate some of money, has it in his 
*^ power to acquire a handsome competency*." 

Upper Canada, it is true, may with greater , 
propriety be termed English; the English lan- 
guage being generally spoken here^ which is not 
the case in the Lower Province. It has been 
frequently styled the Garden of North America ;' 
but both the provinces, as to soil, scenery, com- 
merce, trade, and government, have a great affi« 
nity to 6ach other. The principal towns in the 
Upper Province are Kingston, York, Newark, 
and Amhurstburgh. York is the ca,pita1, it is 
seated on the Lake Ontario. 

It should not, however, be concealed, that no' 

♦ See Observations on Emigration, &c. by Robert Hol- 
< ' ditch, Esq. p. 46. 
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part of America ofiers an asylum for indolence^ 
Everywhere it requires much active industry^ 
much patient perseverance^ to form an establish-*- 
ment, particularly in agricultural pursuits, on 
lands hitherto in a state of nature. . With these 
prerequisites, and a capital of from^400 to «£ 1 000^ 
few people in Canada will fail of their object, 
who have emigrated for the purpose of employ- 
ing their talents, and their capital, in the acquire^ 
Blent of a decent independence. The fine gen- 
tleman and delicate lady I would advise, by all 
means, to remain in England, or some other part 
of Europe. . 

In a journey I made, from the Chesapeak to 
Montreal, I could not avoid observing, that the 
price of land in the Eastern States is too high ; 
and that much of the soil is very indifferent. 
Those States, however, lying east of the Alle- 
gany mountains> having a direct opening with 
the western ocean, have a decided advantage over 
thosei of the west. But the price -of land in the 
Eastern States, being very little short of what it 
is in England, most European emigrants are a- 
larmed on their first attempts to settle, and con- 
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sequently remove to the less ^xpensive^ though 
uiore remote, distiicts of the west; 

Let us now proceed to take a view of the ac- 
tual price of land in the Canadas ; the expense at« 
tending its •cultivation; the average produce that 
the agriculturist may fairly calculate on obtain- 
ing from any given quantity; and the means he 
has of disposing of it afterwards* 

In treating of the price of land in Canada^ it 
is proper to state^ that the generosity of Govern-* 
ment has frequently been extended to settlers in 
a very great degree* They have been known to 
give as much as 100 acres of good land, en con- 
dition of the occupier's building a house, and 
clearing at least six acres, with an actual resi- 
dence of three years, prior to being put in j)os-» 
session of the freehold for ever. 

With mingled sentiments of surprise and in- 
dignation, 1 was once compelled to listen to a 
conversation on board the Dake of Leinster 
packet, during her passage from Dublin to Li- 
verpool, in which one person, assuming to him- 
self the character of a gentleman, roundly as- 
€erted, that government was in the habit of tak- 
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iog back the land^ after a short period^ which 
thciy had previously granted to settlers. This^ I 
will take ppon me to say^ was an absolute false- 
hood. I suspect the man who had the consom* 
m^te impudence to assert it, was an. American 
land agent, than whom, few men have stronger 
temptations to misrepresent these matters^ I 
make no apology for any apparent want of po- 
liteness towards a man who could have the 
hare-faced effrontery to bring so false a charge 
against the British Government. Most certain** 
ly no such instance ever occurred, where the 
settler had himself fulfilled the exact t^rms of 
the agreement, aS: above stated. 

The quantity of land in Canada, yet in a a.tate 
of forest, is capable <^ containing >and supporting 
some millions of souls* Its quality is equal, if 
not superior, to any in the eastern States, and 
its price far below, that of the western territory* 
^ Some lands are held by a tenure similar to our 
English copyholds; but a great part is freehold. 
Copyhold farms are subject to an annual rent of 
1^ bushel of wheat, for every 100 acres, besides, 
fpui; shiUings and two pence in money. On the 
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dienatioh of lahds^ 8 per cent, is, paid by the 
buyer to the lord of the manor. The tenants 
»e compelled to go ' to the lord's, mill to grind 
the grain for theif own consumption^ paying a 
toll of l'-t4di of the grain so ground. : . 

It has already been stated^ that the Roman 
Catholics continue to pay tythes to. their own 
clergy: this aniounts, however^ but to l-26th> 
and that of grain and pulse onlyy every other pro« 
duction being entirely free from tythe: neitber 
ure th^re any assessed nor land, taxes exacted 
from th^ farmers of the Lower Province* 

The freehbld land is held by the same, tenure 
as in England, 

Farms of 100 acres, with a small ldg^hduse> 
and a bam, thirty acres of the land being pre- 
viously prepared. for cultivation, may be bought 
for from <£ld0 to <£200. In the townships^ 
which are very extensive, and in many parts not 
more than fifty or eighty miles from the city of 
Montreal, the great emporium of the Canadas, 
farms may be bought on the above terms. 

Land in a.state of .nature may be bought for 
from ten shillings, to two pounds per acre^ at a 
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credit of from five to ten yeurs, paying SpereefU^ 
ititertsk to the owner. This land^ to be cleared , 
and made fit for sowing, will co6t abotit tbree or 
feute* pmmds per aere more, in the Lower Pro<^ 
vince; in the Upper Province, about six ponndi 
per aere: labour not being so plentifid there. 

liiere are, at present, many opportunities of 
getting farms, at Yio great distance from Mon- 
treal, where is received the prodooe of the most 
femoto settkments of Upper Canada, as well asr 
iftuitof the rich and fertile district of which it 
bears the nwne. Nor is there, at this tilose, any 
diflfiwnflty inobtairiing &rt»s in the district of the 
Three Rivers, or of that of Quebec; bnt as the 
district of Montreal possesseg^ a more congenial 
dimafte^ iyii^ in a more southerly direction, I 
tvould, by all means, recommend emigration to 
those parts'*. 

In Upper Canada, plenty of land may be had 
at from two to four dollars per acre, in a state of 

» A pretty correct idea of the topography of this district, 
may.be obtained Sy an iiispection of Mr. VonddnTelden's Mapc 
r-^faden, Clwirina Crp«^ London* 
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Dnture/and, with some clearing, for a moderate 
^nsideratioQ. 

Froln what I have here briefly stated, I trust an 
adequate idea of the valae of land in Canada maj 
be collected. The next thii^ is to consider the 
average expense attending its cultivation. This 
^wiil include a vieiv of many articles of expendi- 
ture, not solely agricultural, but which necessari* 
ly, in a partial manner, enter into all calculations 
of this nature: The usual price of labour on 
farms, is froqi one shilling and eight pence, to 
two shillings and six pence per day, with bdard: 
if without board, four shillings and two pence. 
An annual fanning servant, besides board and 
lodging, has from ^ 1 5 to <£24 wages per annum ; 
and a woman servant of all woi(k, from £6 to 
£\ 2 per annum. 

In my Essays on Practical Husbandry, ad- 
drfsssed to the Canadian farmers, and published 
at Montreal, in the year I8I79 I have given a 
table of the outlays, when commencing on a farm 
of 100 arpents*, rented at about 15s. the arpent,. 
in the vicinity of Montreal, or at a distance of 

• That is fouT -fifths, of an "English statute- acne,' • 
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fifteen or twenty miles from that city, at 78. 6d* 
per arpwt*. As the work, in all probability, 
has not hitherto had much circulation in Europe, 
I may be permitted to transcribe that estimate 
into this httle publication : 

TwoPlougbHorsesat 201. each ••...•. 40 

Ad ordinary extra Horse ^••.••^. 10 

Twelve Cows, at 61. each •••...• • • 7.2 O 

Ten Sheep, at IL each • 10 

Two Sows/at 21. 10s. each «•., 5 

Twenty-four fowls, at 2s. each 2 8 O 

A light Plough, a Roller, Horse Hoe, a Scarifier, *) 

f 20 0.0 
Axes, and various small implements •••••.. 3 

Two Dung C^ts, two Hay Carts, two. pair of ^ 

Wheels to serve the four bodies^ and two Trains \ ^^ 6 

for winter • • • • J 

A Two-horse Plough 6 6 7 

Harness for ditto « • • . • « 6 

Harrows • • • . • • . • 2 10 

" A Cart H)arnes8 for extra horse -3 10 

Carried over £^66 14 7 



* It is acustom to let farms, in both provinces, by the halves^ 
the landlord furnishing implements, seeds, and stock; the tenant 
giving hdf the produce of the earth ^nd stock* 
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Broughtup* '...£20614 .7 

Saddles and Breech for Plough Horses, when put •\ 

to cart • • • 3 

Three Halters and Stable Furniture 2 

Furniture for Dairy Dishes, Pails, Chum, &c. . • • • 10 

Fifteen Minots* of Seed Wheat, at 10s. per mt. . . 7 10 

Ditto ••• of Pease* at 10s. per mt 7 10 

Ditto • . of Barley^ at 7s. 6d. per mt. . . . • 5 12 6 

Grass Seed for ten^arpents 3 7 6 

Potatoes for Awe arpents, at 3s. per mt. :.•• 9 

Seed, Corn, or Horse beans, and seeds of Vegetables 2 10 

SERTANTS' AND LABOURERS* WAGES. 

Ploughman 2-1 

Two ordinary Men, at 151. each • • 30 

A Servant Woman, at 121 12 'o 

AGirl,at6L 6 X) 

Four Men, from the 15th of July to the idth of-) 

' ^ S 24 

' September, at 31. per month . • • •«••«<' 

Women and Children to plant and gather Root Crops ^0 

Provisions . • 124 



Total 485 4 7 



These calcblations are made for entering on a 
farm oh the first day of May^ when the 3tock may 

* A minot contains thirty-six qoarts, Winchester measure. 
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be expected to feed abroad. Were tbe entry to 
take place in November, an allowance mast be 
made for the subsistence of the stock. The food 
for the servants is included for one year; but the 
expense of the farniture for the hoase and vehi- 
cles, the maintenance of the master and his fa* 
mily, are not included: that depending on the 
style he may choose to conform to. 

This estimate may serve well enough to answer 
every inquiry bearing on the same subject : but 
it were of small service to the reader, to inform 
him of the price of land, and the general expeu* 
ses which must be incurred in its cukivadon, 
without giving some clear and distinct view of 
the probable returns which land, so pur^shased, 
and so cultivated, will make to the skilfbl and 
industrious agriculturist. In stating, there* 
fore, the extent of those returns, and the prices 
which they respectively obtain in the market, we 
shall answer the double purpose of conveying in- 
formation to agriculturists in general, and to 
the consumers of agricultural produce in parti* 
cular. 

In the Essays on Practical Husbandry, already 
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quoted^ I have eodeaToored to lay ddwd.the most 
efficient methods of goin; to work^ in order to 
make the best possible iiae of the land in Canada. 
To those details, therefore, it will be sufficiemt to 
refer in this place, as beloaging, more properly^ 
to a distinct work on itgricultare, than to one 
professedly devoted to such topographical and 
descriptive delineations, as are necessary for the 
information of emigrants to these provinces. I 
may, however, here state the general results' of 
the observations I have made in the little work 
allmded to. We wiU begin, therefore, with 
Spring Wheat, which recpires, generally, about 
a minot and a half of seed for every arpent* 
The return being, of course, according to the 
preparations of the soil, from twelve to twenty^ 
five minots per arpent 

Spelt, or Egyptian Wheat, produces nearly 
the same returns from a somewhat larger qi|an<* 
tity of seed; but it has the advants^e of being 
better suited to a poor light soil. 

Buck Wheat requires about.two gallons a«fl 
one quart of seed for every arpeut, and retwill 
from fifteen to twenty minots per arpent. 
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Rtb requires one minot and a half of seed for 
an arpent of land ; and^ in general^ returns about 
from fifteen to twenty-five minots. 

Barlbt, of the best sort^ requires one minot 
And a lialf of seed per arpent; and returns from 
fifteen to thirty-two minots. 

Oats take two minots of seed per arpent^ and 
on swamps newly cleared and drained^ will re- 
turn forty minots per arpent; but on clay and 
light loams, the returns do not exceed firom twelve 
to eighteen minots. 

Maize, or Indian Corn, requires one gallon 
of seed per arpent, and, when properly* tilled, 
will return from thirty to fifty minots. 

Horse Beans, when sown in drills, which is 
preferable to any other, require one minot of 
seed per arpent; and return from twenty-five to 
thirty-five minots per arpent. 

Pease are very precarious in their crops in 
Canada. The small pea requires one minot and 
a half per arpent; but the large kind, a peck 
more. The returns seldom exceed twenty mi- 
notSj and frequently but from ten to twelve per 
arpent. 
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There are a few other seeds which might be 
montioned^ but the above are sufficient for the 
present purpose. 

Of the Cultivated Grasses I shall mention . 
but a few. The red clover and fox-tail, the lat^ 
ter of which is usually called Timothy-grass, in^ 
Canada^ from the name of the person who first 
introduced it, are applicable to various soils, and 
are! the only grasses that are sowed for crops. 
The white honey-suckle clover is an indigenous 
grass, as is also the sheep fescue, and the hop or 
yelloW cloven The same may bp observed of 
the great meadow grasses; the silver grass, the 
Cyprus or blue-joint, and some few others. The 
Dutch ^old-top is very common. 

The quantity of Foxtail or Timothy seed is 
* one peck, and two pounds of red clover per ar« 
pent ; Imt if a field be to be sown with red clover, 
in order to take a crop and plough in the second 
growth for a manure, eight pounds of seed will he 
required. One atpent of land will produce from 
one hundred to two hundred and fifty bundles^ 
weighing fifteen pounds each. 

LucsRN, which is an artificial grass^ requires a 
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quc^rt of seed^ when drilled, per arpent; and tiro 
quarts when sown broad casU It is a productivct 
and valaable grass, one arpent of Incem being 
deemed equal to four arpente of those grasses 
now under culture. Lucem is cut four or five 
times during the summer: sainfoin bat once. 

One gallon of Sainfoin seed may be sown 
for every arpent. It is tolerably productive^ and 
will grow on very poor soil. 

I shall now make a few observations on the 
culture and produce of vegetables, as food for 
stock, &c. 

Turnips, if sown broadcast, will require half 
a pound of seed per arpent ; if in drills, at three 
feet apart, four ounces of seed will be enough 
for an arpent The returns are from four hun-^ 
dred to seven hundred bushels per acre. 

TheRooTA-BAGA, or SlVEDisH-TURNiF, require) 
nearly die same seed, and is equally produc^* 
tive; but are deemed more nutritive. 

Cabbagx for the food of cattle, of which the 
drum-bead h most esteemed, is very produc- 
tive. An arpent of land wiH contain 36oo cab^ 
hi^eS; at three feet distance. The. average 
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Wcdgbt in an year nnfaycmrable to their growtl^ 
(viz. in the year I8I6), was ten pounds eacb^ 
making the produce dghteen tonfi. Thongh food 
fat cattle, they are also coltivated in the Cana<- 
dian gardens. 

Potatoes, of which there are several kinds, are 
Bncommonly fine m Canada. The large white 
potato is deemed the most prodoctive. ^The 
cuttings from twelve minots of potatoes will 
|dant one arpent of land, which wiU produce two 
hundred and twenty minots on an average of se- 
ven years. 

Carrots r^uire three quarters of a pound of 
seed per arpent, when drilled; and when broad- 
cast, twice that quantity. The returns will be 
fixim six to seven hundred and fifty minots per 
arpent. I have had carrots that ijQeasured thir-* 
teen inches round. 

Parsnips, though not equally advantageous to 
the farmer as carrots, succeed well in Canada. 
I have had parsnips that have measured fifteen 
inches round, and weighed three pounds and sijc 
ounces, without the top. The quantity of seed 
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per arpent is one poQnd> the returns from ^ix to 
eight huncked miuots^ 

As a snmmary of thede facts^ tre may observe^ 
that the returns of crops are as' follow: whGsct» 
from 25 to 30 bushels; buck wheats from 15 to 
20; rye, 15 to 25; barley, 15 to SO; oats, 32 ' 
to 40; indian com, from SO to 50 ; horse beansi 
from 25 to 35; potatoes, from 250 to 400; car- 
tots and parsnips, from 700 to 900 ; turnips^ 
fi'om 300 to 7^ bushels; cabbages, from 18 to 
25 tons per acre; and hay, from l|^ to 2^' tonar 
per acre. 

: It is evident, therefore, that the earth, when 
well managed, is very productive; and the cii-^ 
master dmsQg the summer months, being very 
warm, the rapid advance of vegetation is almost 
incredible. I have sown wheat on the 1 1th of 
May, harvested it in the month of August fol* 
Jowing, the produce weighing 65 lbs* per minot. 
. There .are many facilities of improving the 
land^ natural to the country. Lime^stone is ar 
bundant, and various other kinds of manure are 
ieasily to^be obt^ned. , . 
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As soon: as the snow is off the ground in the 
apring, and it is dry enough to harrow/ the fol- 
lowing seeds are committed to the earth: wheats 
!borse-beans^ pease^ barley^ carrots, and parsnips/ 
The general practice of the farmers is to pre- 
pare the soil in autumn; but the season for agri- 
cultural pursuits somewhat vary: at Quebec, 
the season is six months; at Montreal, seven. 
Although the season appears short, and the cold 
intense, the winters^ are more pleasant and salu- 
brious than those of England, because more uni- 
form, and the air more clear and dry. In Ca- 
nada, the farmer is i^ever at a loss, from any ap- 
prehjsnsion of the fickleness of the weather, what 
kind of laboub4ie^ould next pursue. Hence, 
there is but little occasion for the barometer in 
farm houses, so common in England. 

Canada is favoured with respect to the price 
of wheat and flower by the famous Corn- Bill. 
By one of the provisions in that much misrepre- 

* After the frost sets in^ and the rivers are sufficiently hard 
for traTelliag, the .farmers make their distant markets; and pur- 
liiie their pastimes* 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 OBsfiBVAtioars on riifi 

sented billy it is enacted^ thsA wheat £rom the 
Canadas may be impiHrted into Eogland, wheff 
her own 18 .seyenty ^illiog^ a qnarter; while 
wheat from other conntries^is not permitted until 
English wheat is as high as eighty shillings. 
This is. a wise and politic measiure; and shews 
the paternal cam which the British government 
has ever exercised towards the Canadian pro-^ 
yinees. 

Conaected with this part of my subject^ 1 may 
xoention the manner in which the Canadians 
usually cleaa the laiMi 

The new land i& covered with timber. The 
greater poort of the trees being from two to thref 
feet in diameter. The larger the timber^ the 
better the soil^ therefore the choice of land is di* 
rected by the growth of timber on it. Where 
beech> maple> hidkory^ batter^unt, and chesnut 
grow^ it is> a sure siga of a good soil; it is either 
yellow or hazel loam. Where elm, white ash, 
white oak, bntter-nut, and red oak grow, the soil 
is strong. Where white pine, hemlock pine, 
birch and spruce grow, the soil is sandy« Cedar 
swamps, tboagh often composed of good soil, are 
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not desirable^ unless easy to drain. Black ash, 
soft mapid, or plane swamps, are mostly on a clay 
or marl; if easy to drain, they make very lasting 
meadows. Where there are small poplar and 
small white birch, the soil is poor, being light 
loam, on white clay. A spot being chosen for 
a settlement, a place is selected near to a constant 
and certain supply of good water, to build a log- 
house; trees are cut about 18 inches in diameter, 
to build it; if a saw mill be near, where boards 
may be had to cover it, that is done; if not, the 
hark of ash becomes a substitute for boards^. It %- 
is not desirable to lay out money at first to build a 
fine house, because, when the land becomes un- 
incumbered from trees, it often happens, that a 
Hiore advantageous spot is discovered to build 
upon. Large cellars are made under the house, 
for the deposit of vegetables, and other articles 
susceptible of injury from frost. Log stables and 
a barn ought to be erected, and care taken to . 
make them shelter the cattle from the north and 
north-west winds, which are the coldest in that 
country. The clearing can be done by the acre. 
As Europeans are not acquainted with this spe- 
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cio6 pflabour, it would be mudi b^st, in the first 
insta,ncQ> to let it out by the job to th^ woodsmen, 
who are very expert in clearing. It requires 
some time and experience to become acquainted 
v\ith the method of clearing new land. The 
work is bogun by cutting the small trees or under- 
growth, tbep the> large ones are chopped about 
three feet from the ground. The method is to 
tut them on the side they lean to, which is al- 
ways observed before th?y begin the work. The 
incision is continued until it passes two thirds 
of the tree; then on the opposite part, when it 
falls. Mapy of these trees are from fifty to eighty 
feet without a branch. When on the groundj^ 
the branches are cut off, and thrown in heaps; 
then the body of th^ tree is cut into lengths of. 
twelve feet. Thus the work is continued over 
the piece uuder operation. When done^ an im- 
mense' heap of trunks and branches is scattered 
all over the land. It lies in that state for a mopth 
or two, and wh^n dry enough to burn, fire is put 
to it, and people attend to tlirow the branches 
and small wood into the fire, that it may all be 
kurnt* The fire having passed T>ver every part of 
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the land, it is a favovirable sign for the fatdre . 
expectation of the farmer, as it kills *11 the 
.nnder growth. The trunks of the trees, being 
thick, are not all consumed, and oxen* are em- 
ployed to draw them to q place, where they are 
piled up and burnt by themselves. The ashes ' 
are collected, and c5on verted into pot or pear| 
dsh, or sold to the manufacturers of these arti- 
cles. If any of the logs are fit to make fences of, 
they are selected for that purpose; if not^ other 
wo6d is got to fence the field, to secure it from 
the inroads of cattle. In a few days the earth 
will be in a state to receive the grain, which is 
harrowed in, with a triangnlar han*ow, among 
the stumps of the fallen trees, which remain in 
the ground for fifteen or twenty years, before they 

decay, according to the species of the timber. 

But although they appear to be, and are, impe- 
diments to the plough, they are not of much coff'^ 
sequence to people who are acquainted with the 

• American oxen are used for the purpose; there are two 
breeds, one resembling the Devonshire, the other the Lincoln- 
shire : the former are sold for £15 the pair, the latter (ov £25, 
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American hog, or, as some call it, the Dutch 
plough^ which implement performs very well on 
lands incnmbered with stumps or stones. This 
plough is used in all new settlements. The best 
practice, is to lay the land down to grass with 
the first sowings which grass will last six or seven 
years. 

The culture of Indian corn is managed with a 
hand-hoe, by earthing up the plants as they grow* 

The potato crops are managed as follow : Four 

or five sets are laid on the ground, about four 
feet distant from each other, the earth is then 
drawn over them, forming a heap about the size 
of a bushel measure. Nothing farther is done to 
them, until they are ready to take up in the Au* ^ 
tumn, which is performed with tlie American 
hand hoe.. The highways are kept up by each 
farmer^ as far as his premises extend^ that being 
the only statute duty the farmers are subject to. 

The scarcity of hands, and high price of labour, . 
have hitherto prevented the farmers from getting 
the trees up by the roots^ nor does it appear that it 
can be done to advantage for many years to come> 
except on spots intended for gardens or orchards. 
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The latter improvement i3 but too mach neglected 
In the new codntries. 

The soils most congenial for orchards are light 
loams or gravel. Apple trees thrive very mach 
on rocky or lime-stone land. 

A great yariety of apple^ pear, peach/ plum, 
cherry, grape-vines, and other fruit trees, may 
he had at the diflerent nursery-gardens at Mon- 
treal. The apples from thence are considered 
superior to any other. The peach trees are in- 
troduced into the orchards from York to Am- 
hurstburgh« 

Cherries, chesnuts, walnuts, hickory, hazel, 
and filbert nuts, grow wild; as do gooseberries, 
strawberries, raspberries, blue berries^ cranber- 
ries, and black currants. 

Some people adopt a mode of getting a crop 
off new land thinly timbered, by what is called 
girdling; that is, cutting an incision round the 
trees about six inches wide, which causes them 
to die; but this method is dangerous, because, 
when there are high winds, the branches break 
off, and fall on the pople and cattle. The roots 
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of trees run horizontally near the surface, and 
are often thrown . down by the wind, for which 
reason every tree is cut, to avoid accident. Were 
any to be left, they would be injured .or destroyed 
by the fire, when the land is burnt. 

The American landscape, therefore, appears 
naked and destitute to the European traveller; 
but this is unavoidable, it being almost impossible 
to p;*event a general destruction of the tirabeir 
when the fire passes* 

A deficiency in point >of taste in some farmers^ 
and a want of pecuniary means in others, lead, 
many to addpt^ as ornaments in liandscape, an 
orchard, a crop of corn, or a meadow. But they 
might easily produce considerable ornaments on . 
their estates by forest trees, so laid out as at once 
to delight the eye, and afford shade for their cait- 
tie during the summer months. 

Iliese agricultural details will, I trust, be of, 
considerable service to those who intend to emi- 
grate to the Canadas as farmers ; and it is to 
such' I wish more particularly to address myself 
in this publication. They will not, however, be 
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complete^ without some information of a still 
inore minute and particular nature. 

V The prices of provisions at Quebec and. Mon- 
treal are nearly alike. Beef is from 4d. to fid. 
per lb. Mutton, 6d, to 7|d. veal, 6s. to 1 28. per 
Quarter; pork, 6d. per lb. turkeys, 5s. each ; geese, 
da ducks, 28. 6d< fowls, from lod. to Is. 3d. eggs, 
from 8d. to Is. 6. per dozen. Fresh and salt fish 
are to be had at a proportionate rate. Butter, 
from Is. to Is. 8d. per lb. cheese, from 5d. to 
led. per lb. potatoes, from is. to Is. 8d. per bu- 
shel ; wheat, from 58. to 7s. 6d. per bushel ; bar- 
ley, from 2s. 6d. to 4s. 2d. rye, from 4s. to 5s. 
buck wheat, from 3s. to 4s. 2d. Indian corn, 
from 4s. to 5s. oats, from Is. 8d. to 28. 6d. 
horse beans, from 6s. to 109. pease, from 38. 4d. 
to 5s. French beans, from 8s. to 12s. per bushel; 
hay, 3s. 6d. per hundred pounds weight. The 
price of horses is from £ 15 ta £25; a yoke of 
oxen, from 16 to £25; cows, from£5to£lO 
each. These prices are Halifax currency, being 
18s. sterling per ^. 

Such, generally, is an accurate view of th^ 
agricultural produce of this interesting country. 
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and of the returns i^hich the land is capable of 
yielding. 

The Canadians export masts^ yards, spars^ 
square oak, and staves ; white and red pine tim- 
ber, red cedar, lath v^ood and plank, pot and 
pearl ashes, wheat, flour, Indian corn, pease, 
beans, barley, flax seed, hops, apples, onions^ 
beef, pork, butter, cheese, &c. 

These articles of produce naturally lead to an 
inquiry into the facilities which the Canadas pos* 
sess of disposing of them ; and of the compara- 
tive advantages of markets between these pro- 
vinces and the much extolled territories of the 
new State of Illinois. 

The ports for shipping are Montreal and'Que-r 
bee; but previous to any observations on the su^ 
perior advantages which these ports hold out to 
the exportation of the produce of the Canadas, it 
may not be improper to give some account of the 
present state of those flourishing towns. 

Montreal is one of the most enterprising,, 
commercial, and thriving cities in all North A- 
merica. Its population is about 25,000 souls; 
and if the present rage for emigration should 
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€ontinne bnt a few years, the nnmber of intiabi^ 
tants will be doubled. 

It may help to convey a good idea to the reader, 
of the population and importance of this city, to 
be informed, that at this time there are no fewer 
than six different newspapers published there 
every week. These papers, it should be observed, 
are not, like many of the London and other 
journals, chiefly devoted to a correspondence of a 
local, or controversial nature, with the editoi?, 
but have their columns almost entirely filled 
with advertisements, and are printed on a large 
sized paper, similar to the Times, Morning 
Cbtopicle, and other Loudon papers t. 

There are two banks recently established in 

• I have taken the first paper that came to my hand, "The 
Montreal Hefald," for October S4» 1818, and have counted the 
number of advertisements, which amount to 156. Those who 
are acquainted with these matters will know, that this bespeaks 
a very extensive and busy town ; esplicially when it is considered 
that this is only one of six newspapers published in that city. 
The average number of advertisements in the Times newspaper, 
London, is, I am told, about 230 or 240« perhaps double the 
number of any other paper. 
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Montreal^ with very large capitals, and whe» 
considerable business is transacted, in the de^ 
posit and exchange of money. There are also 
two fire insurance offices. Tbe churches, and 
other public buildings, are on an extensive scale. 
In short, this city is superior to many of the large 
commercial towns of Great Britain. 

Quebec is the seat of government, and is dis* 
tant from Montreal about ISO miles. This also 
is a very populous and thriving city; but it is not 
necessary to the main object of this work to enter 
into any minute details of description. It i^ 
sufficient to shew, that Canada possesses every 
advantage c^ 'a ^long established and settled 
country, and where the enterprising and indusr 
trious agriculturist, merchant, tradesman, and 
mechanic, may meet with almost every encou* 
ragement and reward that is to be found in the 
busy and populous towns of Europe ; besides 
many other advantages peculiar to these trans- 
atlantic regions. 

The Upper Province is supplied at Montreal 
with European commodities of almost every kind ; 
and persons proceeding thither, may furnisH 
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themfieWes with dry goods groceries, liquors^ 
iroumongery/ saddlery, and every thing else, as 
conveniently^ and nearly as cfaeap> s^ in£arope. 
The roads in the neil^hbourhood, and between 
the cities and towns, are good, and the convey** 
ance, both by land, by steam boats, and other 
vessels, easy and rapid* 

' The country of both the provinces is generally 
populous and fertile; and on the oumerous navi* ' 
gable rivers are several valuable mill seafs. The 
noble river St. Lawrence passes upwards of 400> 
miles through the Lower Province, ' There 
are several towns and villages on its banks. In^ 
deed the.houses are set so thicli,jhat it appears^ 
like a continued street on each side of the nC^^- 
jestic stream. Its banks are perhaps unequalled 
for grandeur of scenery, and its borders for fer-; 
tility of soil. 

The tributary waters to this fine river are in- 
land seas, where ships of ^he largest dimensions, 
are seen traversing their expansive surfaces; 
sometimes for tbe purposes pf trade, and at others,, 
when necessity requires it, to check the inroads 
of an intruding eHemy. 
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I cannot let this opportunity escape me^ with- 
out entering my solemn protest against the misre- 
presentations of Mr. San3om^ with respect to the 
banks of the St« Lawrence. He asserts that there 
are only four hamlets or trading towns^ inclnding 
Montreal and Quebec, situated on that river; 
and draws i most exaggerated comparison be* 
tween the banks of the St. Lawrence, and thos^ 
of the North River, in the territories of the Unit- 
ed States. On the latter, he says, there are no less 
than fifteen or twenty hamlets and market towns^ 
in the same space, where, on the St Lawrence, 
thereajfe only four. I here tax Mr. Sansom with 
gross misrepresentation; and challenge him to 
a comparison of the Canadian towns,, and those 
, of the United States. Whoever has been in 
North America must know very well, that many 
of the cities of the Union do not contain more 
than a score or two of houses; and that their 
towns, with comparatively but few exceptions,, 
hardly deserve the name df hamlets. 

As to what Mr. Sansom says of the borders of 
the St. Lawrence being " a region of perennial 
snow," if, which I very much doubt, be has ever 
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been there at all, he must know, is unfcmnded ; 
to use a Lilliputian expressrou, Mr. Sansom has 
said the thing that is not. I will not apply a 
harsher terra to his statement. 

The markets of Canada are accessible to ships 
of the largest burden, which sail to Great Bri- 
tain, the West Indies, and Newfoundland, with 
as free a trade to Spain and Portugal. ^ 

Besides the St. Lawrence, and other navigable 
rivers, there are several great lakes, on which 
are conveyed the produce of the land to populous 
and trading towns> in much less time, and ;at in- 
finitely less expeilse than by the Ohio, which is 
1000 miles, added to the Mississipi; or even by 
this latter river alone, which rans a distance 
of 124$ miles from Shawnee town, before it ar- 
rives at the great market, or depdt, for the pro- 
duce of the Illinois territory, which is New Or- 
leans. 

It were, however, uncandid in mQ not to state, ^ 
that the facility of moving hea;^y goods, such as 
ik>wer, lumber, beef, pork, butter, &c. by ship- ^ 
ping, is impracticable from the month of De- 
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cember to the close of April. Bat when the tide 
of emigration is more generally directed to Ca- 
nada, there will be a sufficient demand for the 
productions of the earthy to induce merchants to 
adopt the system of keeping their merchandise 
in depdtS; during the summer months^ in Bermu* 
da, and it Is not, generitlly, a voyage of more 
than sixteen daysT from the St. Lawrence to that 
island. During the winter months, the salne 
ships wouicl be profitably employed in the trade 
from Bermuda to the West Indies. 

It must be admitted, that by using Bermtida 
as a depdt for Canadian produce, the merchant 
must necessarily incur a considerable expense irf 
warehousing, unloading, &c. But the same ex- 
pense is incident to those who trade from the 
, Ohio States, by tlie Mississipi, ^ud deposit their* . 
goods at New Orleans. 

Every agriculturist or merchant knows, that 
the grand object to be considered in the sale of his 
merchandise, is the nearness and facility of mar- 
kets. It is of little avail that I can grow wheat* 
at an expense of three or four shillings per bu- 
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shel, if it shallr cost me double that sum^ to say 
nothing of the loss of time^ in conveying it to 
market - ^ 

N0W3 let us compare the Canadas, and the 
western territory of North America, in this very 
particular pointy for it is one of vital import^ 
ancfe. 

With respect to what may be called home 
consumption, every attempt at comparison were 
absolutely ridiculous. Where there is no popula- 
tion, there can be no demand for the earth's pro- 
duce« The articles sold on a single market-day 
at {^ebec or Montreal, would supply the whole 
population fifty miles round Mr. Birkbeck*^ Eng- 
lish Prairie for years! 

I have already intimated, that the value of 
land, the facilities of cultivation, and the returns 
which it makes in Canada, are in every respect 
superior to what can be obtained in the western , 
territory. When to these primary advantages 
is added that of a nearer market, the inducements 
to emigrate to Canada appear in a most flat- 
tering and conspicuous point of viewi 

I have stated Bermuda to be the depdt for Ca- 
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nadian produce^ and New Orleans for that of 
the western states of the Union. 

Ships laden in the ports of Montreal, or Qae- 
hec, proceed down the St. Lawrence, and in a 
day or two's time enter the Atlantic Ocean, and 
proceed, in almost a direct K&e, sonthward to Ber- 
muda^ unimpeded by adverse winds, and without 
encountering the long and perilous route by the 
guljjhs of Mexico and Florida, This voyage is 
n^ually madein about sixteen days; whereas, those 
from the states west of the Allegany niountains, 
have, in the first instance, to make* the dan- 
gerous and tedious descent of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissipi; thence, from the entrance of the lat- 
ter river, after having taken in jheir cargo at 
New Orleans, they pass the gulph of Mexico, 
and then that of Florida, up to the latitude of the 
'variable winds: then, standing to the eastward, 
in order to descend to the south, and so fall in 
with the trade winds, that thpy may reach the - 
West India Jslands. Added to a knowledge of 
tlie trade winds, a very slight inspection of any 
common map or chart of these parts, will imme- 
diately demonstrate the superiority of Canada in 
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tbi8 respect. Vessels from the Ohio '■ and Mis- 
8]3$ipi to New Orleans, cannot make their voyage> 
ordinarily, in le$s than 2d days: nor retam nnder 
from 90 to 1 30 days/ Ships cannot siail from New 
Orleans to |he West Indies in less t^an from 30 
to 36 days*. 

The waters of SQme of the great rivers of the 
United Statesfalling into the lakes, pass into the 
St. Lawrence; a circnmstance which has canned 
that river to become the natural ronte for the pro- 
duce of Uiose countries above St. Regis; and, 
theiiefore,'a great portion of the people inhabit* 
ing those parts look to Montreal for a market. 
In order to turn that trade into the state of New 
> York, the legislature has determined to form a 
canal fron^ the lake Erie, to the Hudson^ or North 
riv!er> The length of this canal ^is to be ^353 



* ^* Should you, as yon think, come round by New Orleans, 
^ Shawnee town is still your landing-place. Your voyage up 
** from New Orleans by steam, will be about a month. From 
« Shawnee town to English Prairie is fifty miles. You must 
" inquire here for the road/'— BirA6ec*'* Letters from the 
Illinois, p. 79. / , 
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milea, a great part of which is already cut. At 
present, the trade to those countries is carried on 
by waggons from Philadelphia*. 

The expense, however, of a canal navigation, 
<i( the distance even to Albany, is very great, 
when compared to a route by the St. Lawrence, 
to which canals are about to be made in differ^ 
ent quarters. The whole distance will, not then 
exceed sixty miles, avoiding the rapids of La 
Chine, tliose of the Longue Sauk pn the Sl 
Lawrence, and the ^reat falls of Niagara* 

Produce of every kind can be brought to Mon- 
treal, or Quebec, for two-thirds less than by the 
New York State canal. 

These advantages have excited the cupidity off 
the United States, and induced them to covet the 
possession of the Canadas; but the British Go- 
vernment would act wisely to use every precau- 

. * That the reader may be put in possessioa of every pos* 
sible iofdrmation on this iinportaiit subject, I have iuierted m 
the Appendix, No. I. a statement from a United States' paper, 
^viog a long account d this canal; to which I have added 
some reomrks thereon, from the Montreal Herald. 
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tioii to retain these valaable colonies nnder the 
Boglish crown. With Canada^ would fall' die 
trade in provisions to the West India islands...^ 
Besides, the capabilities of Canada in regard 
to naval st^i^s should ever be held of great value 
to the mother country. 

Emigrants intending to proceed to Upper Ca- 
nada, take their departure from Montreal^i^ to , 
La Chine, a distance of nine miles. From thence 
they go to Prescot in boats, 111 miles. From 
thence there is a steam-boat to, Kingston, where 
there are other steam-boats proceeding tp York, 
the capital and seat of government for the Up« 
per Province. After landing passengers, the 
boat proceeds to Queenstown^ on the Niagara 



* As ships from Europe do not proceed higher up the St. 
Lawrence than Montreal, those desirous of having goods sent 
from England to Upper Canada, should have them shipped in 
vessels bound to that port, and appoint an agent there to^receive 
Und forward them to the placb of destination. 

Ships are to be heard of at the New York, Doyd*s, and New 
England Coffee-houses in Undon; and at all the out-ports \k 
the United Kingdom. 
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frontier. Between Qneenstown and lake Erie 
there is a portage"**^ of eighteen miles. The total 
^ expense from Montreal is generally considered 
.to amount to about five pounds each person. 

Those who proceed farther, take carriage past 

the' portage, to avoid the Niagara falls, and em* 

bark in vessels on lake Erie for Amhurstburgh on 

the Detroit river. Few people, however, proceed 

that distance, except for curiosity: they gene* 

rally concentrate themselves near market-towns, 

where labourers are plentiful, and artificers are to 

be fouiid to perform the different kinds of work 

that may be required. There are, nevertheless, ma^ 

ny extensive settlen^eiits in the Eri^ country. 

Those persons who wish to proceed to the 
Ottowa river, will find a packet boat at LaChine^ 
which leaves that place every Sunday morning, 
from May to November, for St. Andrew's and 
Carillion, being the foot of the rapid3 on that. 



V ^ A portage is that part of a river 'which is not navi^btc; 
«n account of rocks, &c* produciog rapids. And where goods 
mast therefore be carried to the aext navigable part. 
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riVer^^ extending about nine miles. Aisteam^ 
boat is expected to ply between the hesud of these 
rapids, and the river Rideaa the present suitt? 
mer, to carry goods and passengers to the Perth 
and Richmond settlements^ where,- during the 
summer of 18,18, a road was made to communis 
cate with the Ottowa, Another road has been 
made through the townships' of Chatham', Gren^ 
ville, the seigniory of the Petit Nation, the town- 
ships of Norfolk, Tempkton, and Hull, forming 
a regular communication by land from the above 
settlement to Montreal and Kingston, in Upper 
Canada. 

The Perth and Richmond settlements on th4 
rivers falling into the Ottowa, have been the fa-r 
Tourite spots of many thousands of families, who 
have settled there; and it is to* be hoped, jthat 
many who have been misled by false expectations, 
and delusive misrepresentations, to wander ip 
search of b place of settlement, into remote and 
devious tracts of land, far removed from human 
society, and the means of turning their exertions 
and skill to any valuable purpose, will be induced 
to retrace their steps, and to take up tjieir abodejii. 
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ia the fmitfal and hospitttble 4istricte of tbese co* 
kmies. Many persons who went to the Statie» %£ 
America have already acted upon advice similar 
to this, and are now actually reaping those ad^ 
▼antage&of which they had be£are only dreamt. 

Since the late war^ Ameidcan settlers from tbe ' 
Uqited States have not been vei^ favouraUy re*^ 
ceived by the Canadians of the Upper Province, 
Their most abominable treachery and perfidy 
during those commotions necessarily engender* 
ed no small portion of distmst, and ieven disHke, 
which time only, and a better conduct on the 
part of the Americans, can effectually cure. But 
however this may be, the most desirable emi- 
grants, and the most welccmie to the Canadians^ , 
are thc^e from Great Britain. TbesEe, whether 
in the several capacities of farmets, U'adesmen^ 
shopkeepers, labourers, or mechanics, need not 
despair of meeting with encouragement in these 
provinces. Blacksmiths, besides board> receive 
As. wages per day; masons, bricklayers, plaister* 
ers, carpenters, wheelwrights, and shoemakers, 
generally board themselves, and receive 10s. wa« 
gesperday. 
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Those who go out with a ylew to get work 
as labonrers will do well to leav^ England ii^ 
April, as they will thereby arrive at a tinie wheja 
work is jdentifnl. If they leave Enrppe in Jnly^ 
or Angost, they will arrive too late to obtaia ^ 
permanent sitoatiop for the winter Jn that ca^ 
they will act pmdently to take moaey sulBiciwt 
taaopply them for some mpntha. Tjioae whqse 
object it is to enter into agricnltiNral pursoUs ar- 
rive, of conrse> too late to enable them to obtain 
a crop tlie first year* l^ey most therefore come 
provided Air sneh a delay. 

Many persons who go onl from England^ find 
themselvea disappointed from a want of previous 
adequate investigation of the diffionlties they 
mnst naturally encomiter in soch an undertak-;^ 
ing; and they increase those diffionlties greatly 
by not making an early ^cision^ hot hesitating 
and halting^ till delay has consumed a great part 
of that property which was requisite to their com-r 
fortable establishment on their arrivaL Others 
are disheartened at the conimeneement of their 
new undertaking,^ because they have not made 
themselves previously acquainted with the busi« 
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ncss which they are Jo subsist by, on their am- 
Tal on these shores. Persons should not emi- 
grate to America for the purpose of learning bow 
to become farmere, unless they can, in the verf 
first instance^ command a sufficient capital to 
maintain them, and those whom they may find it 
necessary to call to their aid, till they have ac- 
quired that knowledge, and r^aliaced the snb«- 
stantial fruits of it. This must necessarily be Ur 
work of considerable time. 

It has already been stated, that Government 
has^ sometimes, been led to hold out oonsiderabla 
inducements to settlers^ in grants of lands, &c. 
How far this practice is continued at present^ 
may be known by sn application to the ofike^el' 
his Majesty*s Secretary of State for the. Colonies, 
in London, to whom, if I might be permitted, 
I woiild recommend that orders should be is* 
sued to the provincial government, to prevent 
unnecessary delays to the emigrant; but that, 
immediately on bis application for unaj^ropri^ 
ated lands, they may be granted according to bis; 
own selection; and, besides, that the 1-7^^ P^^^' 
of a township^ now reserved for the future prQ-» 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



UPPER AND LOWER CANADAS. 6^ 

vision and maintenance of a protestant clergy, 
and the like reservation for the benefit of the, 
crown, be differently arranged, as the present 
mode of distribution is found to be productive of 
gi'eat inconveniepce to the settlers. 

With regard to these suggestions, most respect- ^ 
fully recommended to the Secretary for Colonies, 
it may be sufficient to call to the recollection of 
persons in office, that delay and suspense con- 
sume the . limited resources in cash which every 
emigrant 'must possess; ai\d that when once per-> 
sons have formed a resolution to leav^e their 
country, and have made up their minds as to the 
place of their destination, the least delay, aris- 
ing from any appearance of neglect in those 
who haye raised expectations of assistance in so 
niotnentou^ an enterprise, has a tendency to ex- 
cite suspicion, fear, and distrust. A Xvhole year 
may be very unthinkingly lost under sucb'circnm* 
stances, because thelabours of the farmer must ^e* 
pend on the season. Many, in consequence of 
delays of this kind, have been tempted to emigrate 
• to the United States, who might otherwise have 
been induced to settle in our own colonies. 
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As to what I have ventared to soggesi re* 
specting the present practice of reserving l-'JiSx 
for the clergy^ &c. it ma; be observed^ that snch 
crown and clergy reserves, as they are now dis<* 
tributed, are an obstraction to th^e repaira of 
roads^ are the means of collecting hnmidity, and 
a great interruption to the drainage of the settle 
parts of a township; besides that they increase 
the settler's fences^ and eventually tend to over> 
shadow his crops. 

Pursning this subject with respect to emigrants 
to Canada^ 1 may remark^ that as some imposir 
tions have taken place by captains engaging to 
cany persons to Canada, and afterwards leaving 
them in New Brunswick or HalifaXf 750 miles 
below Quebec, great care should be pteviousljr 
taken to ascertain that the ship ^s actually bound 
to Quebec or Montreal. There is an agency* 
4>ffiGe at Quebec to furnish people with whatever 
proper information they may stand in need of on 
their arrival at tbat port, if destined for Mon- 
treal, or for the Upper Province. They will find 
steam-boats that ply' every day between the two 
cities. The distance, 180 miles, is usually 
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performed io about eighteen hours; the passage 
in the best cabin^ with provisions, is £3 10s. ; 
in the mid-cabin, £l; in the fore-cabin, ten 
shillings; bnt no provisions are provided except 
for cabin passengers. 

As every article of real utility, and even of 
luxury, can be easily procured in the Canadian 
cities, and that, too, at nearly as easy a rate as 
in London, emigrants need not expend their 
cash in goods for sale; but preserve as much 
specie as possible.' The emigrant may, however, 
provide himself with such articles of clothing as 
are suitable to the climate: viz. coarse Yorkshire 
cloth trowsers, and round jacket, a long great 
coat, striped cotton shirts, and worsted stock* 
ings, with boots, or high shoes. For the sum* 
' mer dress he may provide Russia-duck trowsers, 
and smock-frock. He may also take out bed and 
beddipg. Kitchen furniture* may or may not be 
taken out; he mighty however, include a few 
rough carpenters' tools. Axes, chains, hoes. 



* Kitchen uteusils should all be of cast iron, as wood fires 
destroy those madeoftio. ^ 
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and plongbs for new land^ are made in Canada^ 
better adapted to the work than can be had in anf 
part of Europe. 

Although an agreement may ^be made with the 
captain to be furnished with provisions for the 
voyage, it: will not be amiss to take out a small 
store of extra articles ; especially when there are 
women and children on board : as a plam pnd-i 
ding or two, baked very dry, some rusks, currant 
jelly, gingerbread, butter, cheese, brandy or Hol- 
lands, porter, tea, and sugar. Wine is not re- 
quired, as it turns acid on the stomachs of those 
not accustomed to the sea. These are merely 
hints to those who have never taken a voyage of 
this extent, and as captains of vessels do not al- 
ways inquire very minutely into the state of their 
passengers' appetites. 

The passage from Great Britain to Canada in 
t^e Spring season is generally from five to six 
weeks; and in the summer from eight to ten. 
The usual retail prices, (Halifax currency), of 

grocery and liquors, in Canada, are as follow: 

Tea from 4s. fo bs* 6d. per lb. coffee Is. 3d. 
loaf-sugar Is. West*India sugar from 7d.« to ^d% 
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mmple sugar, prodnced in the country, from 4|^d. 
to fid. per lb. Ram 48; 6d. per gallon, HoUandi 
gin from 7s. to 8s. brandy from lOs. to I3s. wine 
the same. Madeira l6s. per, gallon, Teneriffe 
from 68. to 9s. Spanish frxim 4$. to fts. 6d. Vine- 
gar 5s. per gallon, and porter )s. 8d. 

Salt is sold in Canada at from ^. 3d. ta 2s. 6d, 
per bushel, tobacco and snuff from Is. to Is. 3d. 
per lb« candles Is. soap 8d. or gd. but these two 
last articles are made in most of the families: 

. I shall conclude these details with the mention 
of a few seeds, &c. which emigrants from Eu- 
rope may £nd it useful to take out with them: 
Lncern, sainfoin, onions, beet, leek, parsley, and 
sage; Swedish-turnip, blue and white field tur- 
nip, drum-head cabbage, eal*]y York, carrots, 
ms^ngle^wurtzel, raddish, lettuce, gooseberry, and 
different currant seeds. 

Having now furnished the reader vrith every 
useful information relative to his settlement in 
Canada, I would ask any English fai-mer whe- 
ther he could reasonably expect a greater or 
more profitable return for the expense, the skill;^ 
and the industry he would bestow upon the same 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



62. OBSERVATIONS OW TH« 

quantity of land in his own country* It were> 
however^ an imputation on the jttdgment^f ady 
experienced agricaltnrist to urge an answer to so 
ol>yions a question. 

And now let as pursue our comparison of these 
and other advantages of the Canadas, with those 
which are so pompously held out to settlers in 
the western territories of the United States. 

The difference as to distance, and the conse* 
quent expense of travelling, by sea and by land, 
have already been sufiicjently noticed; as also 
have the relative situations of the respecstive mar-^ 
kets from the abodes of the growers in Canada, 
and in the Ohio States; by which it has been 
shewn, that in a much less time than a boat can 
pass between the Ohio country to the Orleans 
depot, and return, might a ship make a voyage 
from Quebec to Europe or the West-Indies, and 
return again to the Canadian port. 

Let us suppose, however, that an emigrant has 
surmounted the perilous and expensive voyage 
Yrom Europe to the western territory; on his ar- 
rival there what a host of difficulties, expenses, 
and inconveniences, has he got to combat. 
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Perhaps^ with a delicate wife and a family of 
children, he finds hiniself seated under a tree, in 
the midst of a wild and trackless region, where 
not a single hnman face, besides those of his 
own retinue, can be seen; not a hut or a cabin, 
can he behold; and the alluring stories be 
had been told about luxuriant natural mea« 
dows, called Prairies^ waiting only for the hand 
of the mower, and a day's sun to be converted 
into food for his horses and cattle, torn out to 
have been lavished upon wide open fields of. 
grass, towering as high as the first floor window 
of the comfortable house he has forsaken in Ru- 
rope; and penetrating, with its tough fibrous 
roots into the earthy beyond the reach of the 
ploughshare, requiring the operation of fire ere 
the land can be .converted to any useful pur* 
pose. 

Under a burning sun, and with but little shel- 
ter fix)m the foliage of trees, or the retreats of 
the forest, he has to dig wells ere he can quench 
his thirst, there being no cooling and refreshing 
springs! and although he may still hope, that 
time will enable him to surmount all his diffi- 
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calties^ and reconcile his complainings perimps^ 
' upbraiding family, to their isolated condition, his 
heart will be apt to sicken within him^ especial^ 
ly when he finds, that he must wander many 
tniles in search of some one to assist him in the 
very commencement of his operations. At lengthy 
however, that assistance is procured; but of whatf 
species of beings does it consist?.^ Alas! alas I 
they^ are those very unfortunate wretches, whose 
degraded condition, he has, while in £urope> 
learnt mpst humanely to commiserate. . For the 
relief of beings like these, perhaps he remembers 
the time when he would not taste a grain of su-^ 
gar, nor drink a drop of rum; for these hehas^ 
attended many and many k meeting of the friends 
of humanity; for these he has listened with rap^ ' 
ture and delight, to the powerful arguments of ^ 
Wilberforce in Parliament; and for these he has - 
dwelt, with the most anxious solicitdde^ on the 
pages of a Clarksoa. How often has be execra<^ 
ted the horrid traffic in human blood! How has 
his heart swelled with indignation, when he haa 
read tl]ie terrific details of slavery, and has then 
taught his children, almost to love and venerate 
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the poor black beggar tbat^ in broken accents^ 
has solicited charity at his door! 

Yet now, in these blissful plains in these 

lands of liberty and of patriots ^in republican 

America, the asylum of the persecuted the 

noTie of freedom the abode of plenty " the 

** shadow of a great, rock in a weary land" to' 
those who have fled from the persecutions, the 
taxations, the' misery, and the impending mid of 

Europe In this trausatlantic e/^<$iiim, is our poor 

deceived emigrant 3iu'rounded with slaves, or lost 
in desolation! 

This is no exaggerated picture. In passing 
through many of the States to those west of the^ 
Allegany mountains, tite emigrant literally tra- 
vels through a land of slavery, unless he travel 
through Canada. 

An American author of no mean talent, in a 
work recently published, on the present state and * 
' resources of that c6untry, has candidly admitted 
the degraded condition of many parts of America 
in this respect, and has treated with no small de- 
gree of just sarcasm and severity, the visionary 
projects pf such emigrants as Mr. Birkbeck. 
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Mr. Bristed^ to whose work, intituled, *^ Ame« 
rica and her Resources/' I have here alluded, ad« 
mitsy that the female population of the southern 
and western states are materially injured by the 
existence of the slave system. 

** In selling slavesi** says he, ** our sonthern 
planters and dealers pay no regard to parting 
lieareat relations^ to separating parents and chil- 
dren, or tearing asunder husbands ai)d wives., 
Virginia prides herself on the comparative mild** 
ness with which its slaves are treated ; and yet,, 
in the first volume of the American Museum, 
there is a heart-trending account' of a slave, being, 
for some oflfence, put into an iron*cage, stispended 
to the' branches of a lofty tree, and left tp perish 
by famine and thirst, unless the birds of prey, to 
admit which, the bars of the cage stood at inter^ 
vals sufficiently wide, could terminates his life 
sooner by plunging their beaks and talons into 
his vitals. In the mean time, the eagle, the 
vulture, and the raven, feasted upon the quiveiv 
' iog victim, whose body they mangled at their 
own leisura; and the high-spirited republicans of 
the ancient dominion, were gratified by knowings 
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that the air w^ tainted by the putrefaction^ and 
loaded with the expiring cries and groans of an 
agonized fellownman^ doomed j;o die by protracted 
tOTtttre/' 

. Again:.-^'' Therd are regular dealers, who buy 
up slaves^ and drive them in gangs, chained to* 
gether, and more than half naked, to a south^n 
market. . Few weeks pass^ without some o( these 
wretched creatures being marched through Rich- 
mond on their southward course. A few months 
isince^ nearly two hundred were sold by auction 
in the street, and filled all the region round, with 
their cries, shrieks, and lamentations.*' 

This same writer admits, that the western 
States participate in the morals^ manners, and 
character of those sections of the Union, by which 
they are peopled : namely, th^ southern and mid- 
dle States. What then has the emigrant to those 
' States to expect on the score of society? Hear 
Mr. Bristed, and Mr. Birkbeck:— " The settlers 
in the new country are generally needy adventur- 
ers, and exposed to difficulties, which, in addition 
to unhealthy situations, shorten life.*" 

The public land intended for sale^ is laid out 
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in the goveriimefDt snrveys in qaartcr sections of 
160 acres each^ orone-fomrth of a square mile*. 
The whole is set up at auction, and what remains ^ 
unsold, may be bought at the district land^ffice, 
at two dollars an acre; orie fourth to be paid 
down, and the rest in instalments, to be com- 
pleted in five years, . The emigrant having paid 
his eighty dollars for hia quarter section,, is often 
left pennyless, and repairs to his purchase, in a 
waggon, containing his wife and children, a few 
blankets, a skillet, a rifle, ' and an-, axe. /After 
erecting a little log hut, he clears, with inteuiie 
labour, a plot of ground for Indian corn, as his 
next year's subsistence,' depending in the mean* 
time on ' his gun for food. . In pursuit of game^ 
he must often, after his day's work, wade through 
the evening dews up to the waste, in long -grass 
. or bushes, and, returning, lie on a bear-s skin, 
' spread on the damp ground, eicposed to every 
blast through the open sides, and to every showat 
through the open roof, of his dwellings which is^ 

*' Mr. Birkbeck. is oot a little disappointed^ that Congress 
has refused to sell him any more land for the English settlers 
intending to join him. 
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never attempted to be closed until the approach 
of winter, and often not then. Under such ex* , 
treme .toil and exposure^ many of the settlers 
^eedily perish. 

V Sometimes he has to carry his grain fifty miles 
to a mill, to bS gronnd> and watt there some 
days, till" his tnm comes. 

Landx^leared, commands from twenty to thirty 
dollars per acre; and thns, in the course of the 
last fifi(een years, a trac^.of country, four timea 
as large as the British Isles, has been decupled in 
falne*. 

Such is the picture drawn by no Unfriendly 
hands, of the condition of those who emigrate 
to Republican America; and this picture of mi* 
sery, from the same authorities, might be greatly 
enlarged. But can any thing of all this be said 
of Canada? Most assuredly not. Let us, how- 
ever> pursue the contrast. 

On referring to Mr. Fearon*s publication, a 
statement of taxes in the United States is given, 

* See Bristcd, Birkbcck, and Fearon,^fl«w», 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



70 0B6BaVAX10^ » ON THE 

by wbioh-it appears^, that those free people are. 
exposed to iftanj heavy find grievt)U8 iaiposts: 
viZf appU tax of 10s« per bead^ city tax^ poor 
TSites*, county tax, state tax^ staiaap duty, dog 
tax, laud tax, tax. on carriage^, duty on auctions, 
on sugar, licevces to 9ell spirituoas liquors, duty 
on wines, oa spirits, foreign and domestic; and 
very heavy duties on the imports of many neces- 
sary articles, which cannot-be dispensed with by . 
the greater part of the population. 

Mr» Fearon describes the climate of the Wes-^ 
tern States as very unhealthy^ being subject to 
vai'iQUS kind^ of febrile diseases. 

Venomous reptiles are found in these States, 
though not in Canada; no|[ are the Canadians, 
disturbed by that worst kind of venomous rep« 
tile, SO: common in the States of the Unioiai, a 

• " In this country,** says Air. Btisted/ *' we bave qnforta^ 
'' natdy adoiiled the EngUth poor4aw system ; wbkb, so f^T Us 
^ it yet operates, is a canker-wonxiy gnawing at Ihe heart's 
** core of jour national morals, pro9perity, a^d strength.'' — A' 
ffitrica and her Resources^ jp. 421. 
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rancoroas spirit of party. It is trae, a feeble at- 
tempt has recently been niede to introduce among 
us the spirit qf reform; which is only another 
phrase for a spirit of anarchy and^^ misery. In ' 
Canada every persoti of fair character is eligible 
to a seat in^ the^House of Representatives* But 
I will not pursue a subject that would lead to a 
discussion foreign to the direct object of this 
publication. 

Land, twenty-five miles on either side of the 
town of Cincinnati, to a hundred miles north of 
it, with some small improvements, sellls for from 
8 to 20 dollars per acre. In the Tennassee coun- 
try, land, in a state of nature, sells for 38 dollars 
per acre. Labour is stated to be veiy high, and 
the produce very low on the Ohio. • The wages 
of a labouring man is from ^58 to ^65 per annum. 
A woman servant, £s\ : IDs. 

It is not necessary to continue these com{^ara*^ 
tive details, in order to shew, that Canada holds 
out a<lvantages of a very superior kind to emir 
grants; and that an Englishman, by removing 
to that part of America, will not only be per- 
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formipg his duty as a good subject, but may add 
to hia own ,coiufort3 iwd enjoymentsi in a very 
great degree. . 

It has occurred to me, that my little y^ork will 
not be complete.^ perfect it cannot be^^witbout 
some furtlier details relative to . the steps wWch 
emigrants ought to take on their landing in Ca- 
nada. . , 

Ships on their arrival at Quebec, are detaii^ed^ 
a day or two to makie their entries at the Custom- 
Iiouae: it will therefore be unnecessary to take 
, out baggage, and incur expense at an inn for 
lodgings, while inquiries are made on tiny business 
in. that city. The ships moor along side the 
qnay, so that families can step ashore to walk 
through the town, and buy any. thing they want, 
li disposed to go- to an inn, there are two very re-^ 
spectable ones in the lower.town : viz. the Exchaiige 
Coffee-house^ and the Neptune Inn. There are 
also genteel boarding*house$ in tb^law^r town.* 
In the uppei* town there are others still more re- 
i^peetable; but they will all befoudd dear; therefore 
refreshments may be had easier and cheaper, by 
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tftking them on boards from^the market at jibops. 
As two days will give time^ to decide on the fntare 
destinations of emigrants^ I shall first anppose a fa* 
mily determined to go to the eastern townships in 

the district of Qnebec. Perhaps it wonld not be 

amiss to boy a horse and cart, to carry the fami^ 
ly and baggage from the city to those parts. 
When ready, they go to the steam ferry«-boat, 
which plies every half honr between Quebec and 
Point Levy. They proceed from thence to* St^ 
Giles, where they fall on the Craig's road, lead* 
ing tibrongh many fine townships, to Standstead, 
on the lake Memphramagpg, where the line runs 
between the Province and the United States. It 
would not be amiss for emigrauts to carry pro- 
visions with them. 

Apother family we will suppose determines to 

go to the eastern district of Trois Rivieres 

In that case, a passage is taken on board the 
steam-boats going up the riyer to the city of that 
name. These boats have from l6o to 180 feet 
deck, and may be said to be floating hotels, not 
surpa3sed by any in the world. When arrived, 
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debsu^kntion must be medi iiistafitljr> thef he-' 
ing, like Euglkh stage coacbes» bound to tttne« 
The faLmilji if prepared to piroc^ed^ can do it im^ 
mediately: if desirous to bait a day or two^ they 
will find good inps in this city. Oo their de- 
parture^ they should l^e the ferry to the oppo* 
siteshore^ If their views are to the borders of 
the Becancour river^ oi^ their landing, they des- 
cend about six miles^^ where it empties itself inio 
file St« Lawrence, where the road rues up to the 
townships in its neighbourhood. 

If to the river Nicolet, they proceed up to the 
village bearing that name^ about 12 miles, where 
it empties into lake St. Peter. At thai place^ 
they will get every information to proceed to the 
townshi])s -between the St. Lawrence and the 
lines to the east. There, are also roads from 
Nicolet leading to thQ new settlement of Drum- 
mond Ville, on theriver^St. Fraujfois, as also to 
the river Yamasca. But a choice can be made 
of another road to Drummond Viile, by proceed- 
ing on with the steam-boat to the town of Wil- 
liam Henry, that being the most frequented. 
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Another huAyprefeh perhaps the district of 
Montreal* ^^Tfa^e should keep on with the steam^ 
boat proceeding to that city. They may then go 
to the inn kept hj Pomroy, opposite the old 
market^ or to the General Brock, or to Cnshing'fl 
near the Hay-mftrket, or to a boarding-house. 
If a stay is contemplated, a small house or lodg^ 
ing ill some of the suburbs perhaps would b« 
best. 

It is determined, we will suppose, to settle on 

land in this district. It will be asked, therefore^ 

where.are spots to be found for settlers r I answer, 
On the rivers Chataiigua, the Ottowa, and As< 
iumptton. On the seigniories of Argentueil*, 
Vaudreuil'*^, Regaud^, SouIange^'jBeiiuharnotse^ 
Longuiel*, Chaofbly*, Yagiasca^, D^Aillebouf^^ 
Ramzay, La Chenaye*,. Terrebonne, and River du 
Chene*. Townships of Hemingford, Goodman- 
diester^ Kildair, and Chatham, besides many 
others; but these may suffice* 

* Seigniories marked thiifi» have English and American fa^ 
milies iu them. 
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I should advise no one to buy land^ nnless^^he 
has been on the spot; and to tak^ care that th^ 
titles are good. . . '« 

Each settler will require some stock; but let 
him take care to purchase no more thjttn he has 
the means of supporting* The best places to 
supply his wants. are the market towns. The 
market day6 are Tuesdays^ Thursdays, and Fri- 
days, when stock of every kind may be bought 
cheaper than in the country. 

Those emigrants who settle in new countries^ 
where stock is scarce, and stock farms being 
• their 'object, it might be deserving of attention 
for them to go to the cities on market days, and 
buy calvesi which are brought to market in great 
numbers . They may be bought at a price of from 
£\ : 5s. to £2 each, at the age of three to five 
weeks, which would be an easy method of increas- 
ing those establishments, there being no other 
means ^^0 practicable, oh account of the great 
demand occasiotied by the influx of settlers. 

Mr. Hedge makes the best American axes, 
log chains, Dutch plough shares, brush scythes. 
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rings and staples for ox yokes. At Mr. Platf s is 
to be foand^very artide of iron hollow ware^from 
a smidl saucepan to the largest potash kettles; as 
well as ev^ry article of iromnongery and window 
glass. . .At Mr. Thomas Torrance's are to be had. 
groceries, liqaorsi &c. At Mr. Janies Woolrich^s 
13 to be found every article iulhe linen, woollen, 
4nd ^haberdashery line. . These stores^are all in 
-St. PjiuVs. Street, Montreal, near to the old mar^ 
ket and port of landing. 

Some families determine to proceed to the 
Upper ProTin^rejjcarts Are therefore hiyed on the 
old market to take the baggage to Lachin, 
where live Mr. Grant and Mr. Boston, each having 
Ifoats to hire, with men to proceed to the IJpper 
Country. If to Prescott, with a view to go to the 
east part of the Perth Settlement, the engage- 
ment is made.to the landing place; from whence 
it is forty miles by land, apd carts are hiired for 
the journey. If to Kingston, an opportunity is 
always afforded by the merchants sending goods 
there, and the agreement is made accordingly. As 
there is a steam-boat which plies b^tweeu Pres^ 
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cott apd Kingston, people will determiDe how far 
they ^11 take the boat fromLachhr. * The propria 
etors always find proTisions for the men. They 
t^w the boat^np the rapids on the Loiigne JSanlt, 
tnd encamp at night on shwe. The passengers 
deep at inns or at farm houses near the water 
side. They make the voyage in about six days^ 
depending on the wind. When at Kingston, 
directions have been ahready given for thei pur- 
pose; but let traveUers recollect to take biscnit 
^and provisions on this route, as they may not 
always fall in with them. It has already been 
ohserved, that there is a packet, which departs 
every Sunday morning, for Carillion on the Ot^ 
t0wa> and* St. Andrew's on the North rivers oa 
the seigniory of Ai^eatueil. This ronte up the 
Ottowa leads to the north part of the Perth Set-^ 
tiement, and also to that <tf Richmond. Those 
going to the latter parts, perhaps would do best to 
engisige boats to take them to the landing*plaqea 
connected with these settlements, provided the 
steani boat is not in operation. 
I will now conclude these imperfect sketches^. 
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hf the follawing questions^ wbich I sob:aiit^ tfv4t1i 
great defer ence^ to the consideration of the British 
Governroent: as they involve points of very con- 
siderable importance, to the commercial interest 
of both countries. 

1 . la it consonant with the provisions of the* 
British Statnte 55. George IH. Cap. 26^ that, 
wheat and flour, being the growth of a foreign 
state, and as such, liable to the prohibiting duty 
in England, should, by descending the River St. 
Lawrence, be put into British ships, and entesred 
in Britain at a lower duty, which they would not 
be entitled to, unless they were deemed to be Bri- 
tish growth ? 

2. Is it not an infringement of the Stritute 
52. George III. Cap. 1 17* that timber, staves^ and 
other productions of a like nature, the gro wth of 
a foreign nation, should, hy the same species 
of fallacious shipment, entirely escape the duty 
originally imposed to protect the p]:oduc e of the 
British Colonies? 

3. -Ought not productions of the United t States, 
passing through the Canadas, to be entered there 
as foreign produce for exportation? 
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These qtiestioo^^ however trifling they may ftp- 
|iear at first sights and however simply they may 
be stated^ are of vital importa&qe to the Cana- 
dian provinces^ and the British revenue in gene- 
ral; and I trust they will be received as they are 
meant; and that they wilt be listened to by those 
whom they interest^ with the attention their im,-^ 
portance demands. 
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No. I. 



American Report respecting the New York Grand Ca^ 
neUy intended to divert the commerce of the Upper 
Lakes into that State, 

Onondaiga, Sqft. 8 1818. 
THE canal commenced by the State of New York, 
is to extend from Lake Erie to the tide waters of the 
Hudson. The distance^ in a direct line, exceeds 300 
miles ; . oh the route pursued it will be about 353 miles. 
It is. to be 40 feet wide at the surface of the water^ 
and 28 at the bottom. The water is to be 4 feet deep. 
The whole space to be divided into a number of levels, 
each carried as far as the &ce of the ^country will ad^^ 
mit, and connected with the next succeeding level by 
one otr more locks. The locks are to be 90 feet long, 
and 12 feet wide. Boats, properly constructed, car- 
rying 100 tons; may .then pass the locks and each 
•thcr on the canal. There is to be a tow path on onq 
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side of the canal ior one xa moce jborses to draw tbe 
boats. The usual rates of loaded boats about two 
QCiiles and a half per hour; passage boats sometimes 
g6 as fast as four ipiles per hour. As each section 
of tbe canal between any two locks will be level, 
there will be no current in the water» except so much, 
as to supply lockage water for, the next descending 
^nals» 

TJie body of the canal is to be excavated in (he 
«f^rth;.l>ut.wh(efi ^itream^ .of water or guUies ioter* 
v^ne, which cannot be passed on the sur&ce of the 
earth, without b^ndhig tbe canal too far out of its 
course tto go ^caupd their heads, the earth must he 
jaiijod) by .embankments, to jche proper levei^ of nU 
fiqient width for tbe canal to pass on Aem, with their^ 
>i4es of such a sbpe as to prevent their sliding or 
mnng off. Through l:hese embankments m^sst he 
made otflverts or passages for the waiter from the 
PjPiier.side under tbe eanal, topieveiit its ponding 
tfaeo^ and «ndangermg the etnbankment. Wbeii 
the sbeams aie large^ aqueduct bridges will be ne^ 
cessaiy. 

We wfll now proceed to examine the |t>ute wr- 
veye4 for the camd. It commences in the Buffato 
Creek, on the leviel of {^ake Erie, f#om whence it 
Passes dns^ tbe banks of tbe Niagara river fifteeir 
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iml^» to the Tonatranta Creek* Hete^adam across 
the creek, ibur feet high, raising the water to the 
level of Lake Erie, would also produce a level sur* 
Ikce of water in the creek for eleven miles up its 
channel, which, with a tow path on one side, would 
be the canal for that distance. Here it leaves the 
Tonawanta, and, turning to the north, crosses the 
Hdge which forms the Niagara falls. This is passed 
by a deep cutting of about 25 feet. Here the canal 
falls, by eight locks, 65 feet, to the level of the Qe- 
nessee river. On- this level it continues to that river, 
where adam of 10 f<fet will raise the river to its level, 
and the boats on the canal may pass across without 
an aqueduct. 

About three or four miles east of Genessee river,^ 
after passing about seventy miles on one level, the 
canal fdls 49 feet, by 6 locks. It then proceeds on 
one level about sixteen miles, to the valley of Mud 
Creek, down which it descends by successive locks, 
till it falls into the Seneca river, opposite Montezuma. 
On the east of the Seneca it again rises, by 3 locks, 
and pacKses the summit in Camillus, Onondaiga coun- 
ty, where it again descends, by 1 lock, to the level of 
the plain south of Salina. Here it again rises, by 3 
locks, to the Rome level, on which it passes about 
sixty miles to IJtica. Below this, it follows the 
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valley of the Mohawk^ keeping betvreeD the river and 
the hill/loqkiDg down^ as the face of land requires, 
to the Hudson river. ^ , 

Lake Erie i3 56435 feet higher than the Hudson 
river at Albany, and 142i feet highier than the long, 
level between Salina and Utica, 

The fall from Buffalo to Seneca river is 194 feet^ 
with 25 locks; the rise from thence to the summit to 
Camillus is 27 feet, with four locks; the fall to thc;^ 
Sidina plain is 10 feet, with 1 lock; rise to the Rome 
level, 28 feet, with 3 locks; fall to Schoharie, and 
which level may be carried above, the hill, to Albany^ 
12985 feet, with 15 locks; fall to the level of the 
river, 28550 feet, with 30 locks; total rise and fall, 
67510 feet; 78 locks. 

Should the canal end. in a bason on the hill west of 
Albany, and be connected with the river, by an in- 
clined plane, as is common in Europe, where a great 
descent occurs in a short distance^ the total rise 
and fall would be reduced to 391. feet, and the locks 
to 48* ^ 

The distance from Buffalo to Seneca river, is 163. 
miles 2| chains. , The Seneca river to Utica^ the part 
now in rapid course of execution, is about 93 miles. 
From, thence to Albany, 97 miles 27 chains; nrnking 
the whole 353 miles 97i chains. 
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Jtemarks on the New ¥ork. Canals in repfy to ih^ 
• preceding Report : taken from th€ 
Montreal HetaM. 

IN oor paper of to-day will be found a statement 
•jFtbe proceedings of the Americans Tespecting their 
great Western Canal. Tlie object of this undertaking 
is avowedly for the purpose of'diverting the internal 
trade ftom the St. I^awrence to the Hudson; and 
thereby injuring the Canadas. The magnitude of the 
work, a national object, deserves its just share of me- 
rit, and as it is not in our power to prevent its accom- 
plisbment, it becomes our duty to guard against the 
injury it may be productive of — a duty, which is 
doubly imperious upon us, when by doing so. We shall 
produce a direct, and much wanted benefit to our- 
selves. ' How fiar the grand canal, when finished, may 
prove detrimental to the St. Lawrence trade, is a 
question which we are at present unable to determine: 
difference of opinion upon the subject exists among 
our most intelligent commercial men ; and we are in- 
formed that some of the merchants in the States do 
not entertain so sanguine hopes of its efiectsjn this 
way, as the principal projectors would wisb^ For the 
information of sucb as turn their thoughts to this 
subject, we subjoin the following statements^ taking 
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the rate of freight on tiie €anal as mentioned in the 
}BaAnp(ai. TbeGrandCamd^wb^finishedjifrin^x- 
tend a distance of 353 miles, and is estimated to cost 
4^881,738 dollars: or, <£ 1,220,431 : 10s. currency^ an' 
%t^ri^ 13^400 dolkfs, or «£3,450 cuymMy |mr mtliB. 
The lengtb of a Canal requistilie to mali» the na'sigi^ 
tiQA frotti Foift Brie to MMtpea], eqfuA to tbait of the 
Wenterti CaMl> when finished, is only 18 mtleft: and 
il wQ allow that eveiy mite of this eaaal can he com^ 
pleted at the same rate as that in that ^talvs^ t&e 
whole mm it vonld reqaioe wonid be mif ^62^1061 
As to the time necessary for ftnisbiflg either under^ 
takings it mast dqiend npott) the stiKiigthandencsv 
gy employed; 'bjnt if tea yeais are reqiuared to make 
the Gwd Western Canal,, with the aid of 2000 men 
and 500 korses, it is. obviooe, the same powier wolil4 
eooiptete the caMi by tbs St* Lav>feQ4i0 in aensn 
months,, or one season. 

In takHig a comimatiKe TiMr of the Irvo fonta^ 
with the ^e (^ an engineep, the pii^rence wilib» 
l^ten to the St* Lawrence Canal for fadlity of qoiOn 
ptetKMi^ In all those places wheie locka or gatea 
a«e ireqiajired^ there are abnndaiMe of matenals far 
bttildiag on the spoU The nadmre of theaoik is anebv 
that puddH^i one ofi the most expensive pnocessea 
ii^caaal. makings would, not be leqmFed:; iind>as.to 
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the exprase of eaccavatiiig, from the sbortM^f of tb^ 
4i9tiiiioe> it cannot be a serioua obatacle in aocom^ 
plisbipg 80 iiupertantaii otyect. 

I'rom every information on this subject^. coUepted 
fmm the moat antbentie soarees^ it is obvioua, tbe 
route from Lake Erie taMontreaI> by the St. Law;- 
j^ence, can be pot on a pan with that to the Hudson 
by the Western Canal^ for one-twentieth pari of the 
expense; and the benefits resulting to Canada, frons 
an improvement of the St, Lawrence navigatioi^ 
would be sooner felt, and proportionally greatejR, 
than that resulting to the States from the Westeiru 
Canal> as the influence of the former would be cour 
fined withia aless space^. than that of the latter. 
. With rq;ard to the expense of transportation, when 
both these are finished^ the St. Lawrence would de- 
cidedly have the superiority. The projector of th^ 
Qraod Western Canal stated, that a ton of produce, 
bgr it,. oouM be traiisported firom Lake Brie to the 
Hudson for 8 dol. 58 oepts« (^gZt 2 : 7i), of which 
sum they allowed 5' dol. (j^l. : 5b.), for toUs. But afs 
we cannot suppose a canal of 18 miles long will pi^ 
the same, tdls as one of 353, a very great saving, will 
occur heoe. Tbe expense of tolls: by the St. Law- 
rence would not in alL probability amount to If dol. 
^p 7s» 6d. per ton. So that the Lake Erie fitrmer 
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could bluing lin produce to the Montreal market fo^ 
' 17s* 6d. per ton less than he could carr^ H to th^ 
Hudson. Ahotbei" eircumstance which would pre^ 
ponderate in favour of the St. Lawrence, is the less 
expense of power. By the Western Canal, the boatfe 
for a very great portion of the route must be dragged 
with horses; whereas, on the St. Laurence, the greater 
part of the distance* from Montreal to Fort Erie could 
be navigated by steam boat6 ; and steam is found to be 
more than sixty per cent, cheaper than horses, where 
fuel can be found at a moderate price. This would 
• also operate to a very considerable degree, in the 
length of time requiseite for the two routes. A loaded 
boat, by the Western Canal, it is said, will proceed 
at the rate of 2| miles per hour; and if she goes for 
12 hours every day, it will require, nearly twelve 
days to come from Lake Erie to the Hudson. 

In the present state of the St. Lawrence navigation, 
-produce shipped at Fort Brie, will reach* Montreal in 
seven (lays; and as a considerable part of this time 
is spent at the portages, when these are removed, we 
shall be able to travel the same distance in a much 
8ht)rcer space of time^. 

' Prom all this, it is perfectly obvious, that the Sf. 
Lawrence route to Lake Erie may be made far supe* 
riorto that by the Grand Western Canal, both for 
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cheapness and dispatch. And when we^reflect, that 
this superiority may be obtained at so small a eost> we 
sincerely hope sooie active measures will be adopted 
' for its Accomplishment. We ought also to bear ki . 
mind^ that benefits similar to those which have re- 
sulted firom canal navigation in other countries, will 
be heaped upon the Canadas, by this undertaking; 
and where nature has done so much, we trust we 
shall not long have to regret, that no art has been 
employed to aid her munificence. 



No. II, 



Selections from the Essays on Canadian Husbandry^ 
by the Author of this Work. 

THE great public benefit arising from a knowledge 
of the state of the crops, is too evident to require 
comment; and in order to imitate the practice of the 
British counties, the conductors of the Montreal He- 
rald suggested to me the idea of giving monthly re« 
ports-of the state of the crops in the district of Moi^- 
treal. I readily etitered into their views, and . fiir- 
nished them from June 1816, to November 1818..^ 
Perhaps they may not be deemed of much use at pre- 
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Mtot} tat, m they portray the period for Uibonr Jd 
tihe fiddt at well as the vanoas eropr that are culti- 
natod ki this prorinee, they may-prove a snurce of m^ 
Ibnoatioi to fecffAo in Borope^ wba may be iadined 
to eiB%rale faenoe. For thia reaaon I had. them lo- 
printiedw To the above gentleaieb I must acknow- 
Mff^ myself indebted br pobliahing varioiis papers 
•n agrkmltace; and I have' reason^ to beliwe, that to 
tlleir patrtotism in promulgatini^ soclr mformat|OH/ 
great public benefit w31 eventiaaUy be derived to ibis 
province. The present period is very propitious to 
the advancement of agriealture^ as there are societies, 
established this year^ (I817)> headed by persons of 
the first respectability* to prpmote a better manago* 
ment of rural economy. 



^gria^ltural R^par^/ar the JDUhict ofMdntreoL 

WNB iai6. 

Tbb eonliaued cold wcathev aad^osta to the miditte 
•f llus moDth^ tu-iiested the progress of vegetaUon^ 
aod iiyw^ ^ vising ^toi^ in a great degree^ The 
grasfr on high as weU as on lowlands is very Aia 
audi shcNPt. The wheat has a better appearance th w 
noig^be estpeeted kw thei auddea change in the 
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latter p«rt of the month to^excessire hot ihnd oqntk 
BQed drought. The barley is promisiBf , but yerf 
iihort; as is also the wheat; neither hare bnuAcbeid 
out firoin the rdo€ as wMiaU ThecNits ave short «ii 
ihki^ bat keep a good colour* The pease are wiH 
coloured, but are very short. The atteiD{kts hereto^- 
fisr^ to introduce horse beans, have often been fru^^ 
tSHled, irons too hAe sowing, and too light sdls ; these 
sown this spring, on strong soil,, prepared last faV^ 
jnofoise success, and have the best i^ppei^TOoe of any 
crop on the ground* The greater part of Indiaa: 
com, or maize, tlmt was sown early, rotted in the 
ground; Chose lately sown a^e hardly fit for the first 
lioeiog. The wire worm ha^ been destructiye; as 
also a spedes of caterpillar, net noticed before to 
have attacked this kind of corn. The hops have suf- 
fered much by Ae frosts in this month. The potato 
toes hatenot, gaierally, made their appearance abbvq 
the surface of the earth. 



JULYISW. 

Altbouob' reiy fittle ndn has fhllen this month, re^ 
getation, when compared with the last monthf*s un* 
fhvourable prospect, has much surpassed our most 
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■« 

sBDgQinel expeetatioQs. This alteration has becti oc- 

ca3ioDed from the very heavy dews experienced sine* 

our last report. The wheats although thin, with a 

few .exiieptions,, bears aa appearance equal to the 

niQst :favourab]e years. Barley is fine; the early 

sown is now changing colour, and m\\ soon be fit to 

cut. Rye, which is much neglected by the Canadian 

farmer, and only sown on a few sandy spots, \foks 

well. Tlie early sown oats are good; of those sown 

late, the greater part of the seed has not yet vege* 

,4ated. '' -^ 

. BwktpheaL — This species of grain bdng the last 

that was sown, and that in the latter part of June, 
little of the seed bas yet vegetated, and. consequently 
a-crop cannot be expected. The Indian, corn^lool^ 
well in some parts; however, at this advanced sea- 
son;! it is doubtful whether much will ripen tbisyeai^ 
The pease have a veiy fiiivourable. appearance, and a 
good crop may be expected. Tbe blossoms^pf the 
horse-beans were injured by the frost on the 6th inst»: 
The hops also suffered much at the same time* The 
hay-making, which is begun, sqarcely gives assurance 
of more than two-thirds of a crop, when compared 
with last season, which was in general allowed to bQ 
. very good- From the season being so far advanced^ 
^ere is but little prospect of cutting hay asecond tim^. 
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j^mgM— This root^ next to potatoes^ both as food 
for maa and cattle^ has been cultivated to a greater 
extent in this, than perhaps any former year; they 
have been in a great degree a prey to the fly, but early 
rains may probably yet save th^m. The potatoes' 
planted on light soil have a good appearance, thos^ set 
on strong loam are not so forward, but in general the 
prospect of a good crop presents itself. 

When a review is taken of the present state of 
crops in general, and the probability that a deficiency, 
will arise in the article of fodder, during the ensaing 
winter, it may not be improper to point out to the in- 
dustrious farmer, substitutes for the food usually 
given to horses, horned cattle, and sheep, during that' 
season; and which might be collected fron^ the wild 
growth on almost every farm; viz. mugwort, called 
by the Canadian peasantry. Herb ' St. Jean, thistles, 
wild tares, and hop clover, to be given to horses.* 
For horned cattle and sheep, the cotonier, or milkf 
weed, panet or wild parsnips, wild endive, or chic- 
cor^e^ the young growth of raspberries, the fern an^ . 
the wood, or bouquet Jaune; the whole of the above-' , 
mentioned would prove a valuable addition to the 
winter stock of hay, straw, &c. 
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AUGU8tl8l6. 

It k wilji pleasure we are able to sayj that .this montli 
has beea the moat propttions of any preceding one 
aince the opening of the aed^son, for agricultural por« 
auits* The raina which fell were ao ordered by the 
Divine Ruler of the universe, aa to be sufficient to 
gpve a due nourishment to the fruits of the earthy and 
bring thentto maturity^ without at any time impeding 
the securing of those that wer6 ready to harvest. 

The clovw and foxtail, or timothy hay-making, 
ildiich began the latter part of last n>onth, and con^- 
duded in the early partof this, was housed in good 
order. The franc foin, Dutch gold top, and feul 
Qieadow grass, on low lands, are a little more than 
IiaHP a crop, but th^ coarse low island bay is more a*' 
bundant than usual. .^The barley was cut and hous- 
ed in the middle of the month; the ear is long, and 
the grain very plump and heavy. ,^ The \^heat har-« 
vest began about the 21st in the southern and eastern 
parts of the district] a great portion will be housed 
this month; the ear appears more like Autumn than 
Spring wheat. The quality is excellent, and far be- 
yond expectation; those in the northern and western 
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paxtR of ttie district will not be ready to cut uafil the 
end of the month. .^^ The rye is a good crop^ and has 
been housed. Some oats have been cut and housed^ 
but the greater part were out, and very green at our 
Itftestdales. The nun has brought forward the buck- 
wheat, which is in fall bloom; the late frosts checked 

it, so that the ciop will be Very light. The Ifadian 

com has improved in height, but very little in ear or 
cob. Theearly pease on high light soils, have been 
boused; those on strong low soils were very green at 
Che dose of the month, but well podded. The large 
pease' have not half their bloom set, they are much 
exposed to mildew. The horse-beans will be ready 
to cut by the end of Ae month, and will makeagood 
return. The hops will be a light crop; the picking 
of the beils will commence about the middle of next 
month. The turnips on old laud have been destroyed 
by the fly, those on new have suffered Very much; 
they will not yield above half a crop. The potatoes - 
in every situation have improved in appearance; the 
small trials made to ascertain the fruitfulness of the 
plant is not so satisfactory as could be Wished, but 
Chey have yet much time to iniprove. Summer fal- 
lowing was attempted before the rain fell, and has 
been continued daring the month. The fear of a; 
want of fodder has in some measure disappeared by 
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th^ huppy effect of the rdn^ creating fresh growth io 
these plants which had not arrived at maturity; how- 
ever, it maybeheld in view, that they arc uotyetse<^ 
cured: therefore we must stiU recommend peculint 
care to collect every kind of forage that can be got for 
winter use. 

SEPTEMBER 1816. 

. Since the first week there has been a continued 
drought^ to the end of the month; the weather has 
generally been very hazy, attended with cold winds; 
on the nth a severe frost was experienced. The 
19th. and 20th were extremely warm; the 26th, 
27th, and 28th, the frost was so severe, as to com^ 
plete the destruction of the potato halm, whit^h es- 
caped that of the Uth. The effect of such lyisea- 
sonable weather has been particularly felt by all 
the standing crops, which were in a backward state, 
requiring warmth and rain to bring them to ma- 
turity. ' ^ 
The wheat ip the north and west parts of the dis- 
trict, which remained at the date of our last report, 
has been housed, and is very fine — There still re-' 
mains out through the district a quantity of oats, a 
gieat portion of which cannot ripen, and must be cut 
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for fodder. The early pease have been got in; the 
quantity isgreat^ bat the sample will not be geoieraUy 
gbod^ there being nearly one third that were pot per^* 
iTectly ripe. The lai^e white and green pease, have 
BOt come to perfection; the frost, and continued chill 
in the air, have prevented them from ripening; many 
have cut them for fodder, those yet standing await the 
same result. The Indian corn was destroyed by the 
f|X)stof the 1 Itb inst. and it is doubtful whether seed 
can be obtained for another year. The horse beans 
have been housed in good order; they are vdry pror 
ductive, and deserVe attention by every cultivator 
that has soil fit for them« The picking of hops was 
concluded at the close of the month; the planters 
)iad a dry time for that labour; the quantity and qua- 
lity are both deficient, wl^en compared with more 
favourable years. The potatoes have had to contend 
with a dry season;, superior tillage and manure have 
not insured success with this crop; the want of rain, 
joined to the early frosts, has caused a great deficiency 
in most situations of this valuable vegetable root; 
they cannot be rated at more than half a crop. The^ 
meadows have made little progress since they were 
mowed; the country has seldom witnessed so great 
a want of green food for feeding of stock, as has been 
experienoed this summer. Lucern has only been 
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cut three times this year; in most others^ it has 
been cat five times. Although a native of Media^ it 
succeeds very well in this climate, from its quipk 
growth and great produce. This grass cannot be 
too much recommended to the new settlers^ for feed- 
ing their young stodc, and particularly their pigs. 
People in those situations are always in want of food 
for their young animals. 

The progress of the plough has beeen arrested for 
the greater part of this month on strong soils; rain 
is much wanted, to facilitate the advancement of that 
labour. 

OCTOBER 1816. 

The little interest this month presents in rural pur- 
suits, renders a report almost unnecessary, were it 
not proper to exhibit the residue of the revolving 
year, wherein the farmer has had hope and fear in 
continual view, and, for the present, closing every 
expectation of further reward for his toils during the 
season." 

The oats and pease that remained out at the date 
of our last report, have been generally got in : tbey 
can only serve for fodder. The weather was very 
favourable to the mjlddle of the month to get up the 
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potato crop^ which has generally been found light. 
Various trials have been made on the culture of beets, 
carrots, and parsnips, in the open field, under the 
horse hoeing husbandry, fOr feeding and fattening 
cattle and hogs, the produce^ has been abundant; 
they have the peculiar advantage that no insects an« 
noy them, vehich make them sure , crops, when the 
soil is fit for their culture. Few farmers enter into 
the merits of root crops, except potatoes and turnips. 

There is no crop' so uneertfun as the latter. The 

cultureof cabbage, in the open field under the plough 
succeeds extremely well. It is rare to see any in that 
situation. While the farmers neglect the mapy faci- 
lities to increase food, which can be obtained from 
the fertility of the soil, in order to raise and fatten 
stock, this country will Remain open to competition, 
aad the valuable branch of breeding and fattening 
stock will he performed for us by our neighbours; 
thus depriving the province of considerable sums an- 
nually, which ipight be obviated by attention and 
appropriate r^ulations. ' 

The greater part of the. land for sowing of wheat, 
barley, and pease, in the ensuing i^pring, has been 
ploughed. From the appeartmce of the weather, . 
that labour may be continued to the middle of next 
month. 
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NOVEMBER 1816. 



The ploughing ceased on the 18th| when the frost set 
in. This year was particularly unfruitful not only in 
America^ but in all parts of Europe. 



APRIL 1817- 

The season for rural pursuits opened on the 21st» 
Some partial operations took place on the preceding 
week, which were premature. The sowing of wheat, 
barley and pease^ has been general in the south-east 
angle of this district, as also the drilling of horse beans. 
In the north-west angle, the sowing of the wheat be- 
gan at the close of the month. The soil has seldom 
been in a better state to receive the seed; the strong- 
est was rendered as fine as sand by the operations of 
frost during the winter. Although vegetation has 
made little progress to the view of an indifferent ob« 
server, yet those who look minutely to the budding 
of trees, find them in a state to give confidence to the 
rising year. The plough has been actively employed 
on lay land, with the exception of two days occasion- 
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ed by the fall of rain arid snow, which slopped every 
opeVatioii. The meadows^ although ancovered a 
great part of the winter, have not suffered so much as 
might be expected, and at the close of the month had 
begun to assume their wanton colour. The hops have 
suffered by the frost in the winter, on light soils. 
The making of sugar is an appendage to husbandry in 
this part of the world. It may not be improper to 
state, that it has been very successful this spring, 
from the frequent frosty nights succeeded by clear 
weather and bright sun* « . ^ - 

.At the close of the month, the wild flowers had be- 
gun to blobm in the woods. 



MAY 1817. 

Thb fine warm weather at the beginning of the 
month gave a cheerful hope for the rising crops. The 
seed of every description was got into the ground 
without impedement. The alternate changes of heat 
^nd cold from the 9th to the 31st, with almost conti- 
nued drought, kept vegetation in a languid state 
through the latter part of the month. • The wheat on 
summer fallows looks very healthy, but that on land 
Itss prepared, has suffered much by drought and ver- 
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mine. There have been several instances where It 
was necessary to sow the land a second time^ the' first 
being seed that had been heated^ it <lid not v^tate* 
The early sowed barley suffered by the frost; the late 
IS rising and has a good colour. The pease have a 
favourable appearance. The drilled and broadcast 
horse beans look healthy^ they niay be considered a 
new production^ and offer a great advantage to the 
country. As ingenious individuals are promoting 
their growth, it is necessary to observe, that the cab- 
bage caterpillar is preying on them this spring; they 
may be discovered by removing the earth from the 
beans that arc attacked. There have been more po« 
tatoes planted this year than in most former ones. 
Beet^, carrots, and mangle-wurtzel under the drill 
Iinsbandry are only beginning to rise. The grass in 
. the meadows is very short and thin. The clovers of 
each denomination have suffered more by the- frost 
than any other grass. Lucern was one foot high at 
the close of the m6ntl\, and might be cut* The pas- 
tures have seldom exhibited such deficiency as at the 
present. The great inconvenience inseparable from 
the practice now in lise^ might point out to the far- 
mers the propriety of changing their method, and sow 
grass seed ,in order to provide for their stock. The 
' ijjop vines have a good appearance for the season. 
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PLASTER OF PARIS._Tbis valuable matiureis 
at length drawing tile atteotion of the farmers of this 
difiitrict. Its virtae and cheapness offer greater ad- 
vantages than any other for a top. dresung. 

By report^ It has been said that the Fast number 
of pigeons this year had destroyed muph of the 
seeds; but it appears that what they ate was taken 
off the surface^ by examining what was in their 
craws* when they were killed; there was not the least 
appearance of the grain having germinated, before 
they had taken it up* 



JUNE 1817. 

Thx favourable change of the weather at the begiti- 
ning of this months with frequent rain through^ the , 
whole of it, has removed the fear occasioned by the 
drought of the latter one; the progress of vegetation 
has been fsxtraordinary, and pronilises the most happy 
results. ' 

The wheat following green crop i^ very Iqxuriant; 
that on autumn fallows has tillered much, and has a . 
fipe appearance; the early sowed barley is in ear, the 
late is very strong and healthy. The oats look well. 
The pease bear a better appearance than in most forr 
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iner years* The horse beans are in blooip « The po«* 
tatoes are fit for the first dressing. Some inconye- 
nience has been experienced in this crop, by planting 
seed which did not vegetate, bat it is not too late to 
plant again. Some potatoes were planted last year 
on the I6th Joly, which came to matarity, and pro- 
duced a very good return. The catt^pillar, called the 
cabbage grub, is preying on the potato plants by cut-* 
ting them Off about one inch above the groand, after 
which they return into the earth: they may be dis- 
covered by removing the mould from about the stem, 
where they have cat off the head. The hops ^re 
strong and healthy. The beets and mangle-wnrtzel 
have suffered much by the turqip fly. The carrots 
have a fine appearance. The meadows^ are more 
backward than any other growth: the hay crop does 
not o&v that abundance wbich might be wished ; the 
pastures are much improved^ but are yet inadequate 
for full sepd. . » 

JULY 1817. 

Thxrb has been u great similitude in the weather of 

.this month, to^ that of the last, with the exception 

.of the present being mqch warmer: the effect of fre-» 

quent rain succeeded by. heat, has produced an ap- 
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pearanoe in the crops that promises the most abun- 
dan t^arvest ever kuown in the annals of this district. 
The wheat is very strong, and changing colour ra- 
pidly 5 it only requires dry weather for two weeks to 
complete its maturity; some very rank grain was laid 
by the heavy rain at the close of the month, which 
may cause it to rust. It is to be regretted the farm- 
ers pay so little attention to the choice of seed wheat : ' 
some disappointment will be met with in the north, 
from an injudicious choice of seed, althpugh strong 
injunctions were presented on that head in the spring 
to avoid sowing spotted wheat. Rye is nearly ripe, 
it will yield well. Barley is a heavy crop, it ^ill be 
fit to cut by the 8th of the ensuing month. The oats 
are in a forward state, but in some parts thin. The 
field pease were fit to efit on the 20th; the crop will 
be abundant. The failure of buck wheat the last two 
years^ has deprived the farmer of the means to sow 
an extent of ground, but small patches are seen, 
which look well — they will soon be able to enlarge 
to their/ usual quantities, which wete very gi*eat fof- 
inerly. Hie advantage of this crop for bread stuff 
and food for every kindi of stock, has long been held 
in high estimation by the Canadian farmers. > The 
Indian com has met with the fate of the above crop, 
and is in a like situation. The horse beans are wvy 
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forward, and well podded. The potatoes have a very 
finesappearance.1^ their culture is well understood on 
the Island, and perhaps is equal to Europe in point of 
excellence. The turnips have been destroyed gene- 
rally by the fly on^ new burnt land, those on the old 
have met the same fate. The cabbages in field cul«* 
ture have suffered also very much by the fly. Car- 
rots, 1)eets^ and mangle-wurtzel look well. Hay- 
making hegBXi on the 20th; the crop is very light in 
general, when compared with former years* Lucern 
sown this year was fit to cut' when it bloomed in the 
middle of the month ».- thus two crops can be obtain-* 
ed the year it is sowed. The hops have the appear- ' 
ance of yielding an abundant crop. Summer fallows 
are in an advanced state. 



AUGUST 1817. 

Part of this district was visited tl\is month with one 
of the greatest storms known in the memory of man. 
The frequent heavy rains from the 3d, to the 23d, 
had given cause to fear for the grain crops; however, 
it is. with infinite pleasure that the premises in, our 
last report,- will be fulfilled in the present, by stat- 
ing that from the forward state of the grain crops, 
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tbey:8uffered very kittle; and the bad weather only . 
retarded the catting of tbem« 

The wheat harvest began in the midland parts on 
the 20th; the grain is very plump^ and much was 
housed at the close of the month in good order. The 
barley was mostly housed at the above period^ but it 
4s not so weighty as that of the preceding year. The 
rye has been got in. ' The oats have improved by the 
rains^ and will in appearance doable the formed ex«- 
pectations^v The pease have suffered more than any 
other crop, by the frequent r^in.. The horse beans- 
are changing colour; they suffered by the storm. 
The Indian coi'n does not offer much, the wet and 
the storm have injured it. The potatoes in high si- 
tuations are a heavy crop; in low, very poor. Root 
crops have suffered generally by the rain. The cab- 
bages in field culture are not promising. The hops 
i^uffered more by the storm than any other crop, by 
the poles being broken ; the bells are nearly fit to 
pick from those unhurt. The hay«makii!ig was most-^ 
ly finished this month on uplands, very little has 
been spoiled, but the colour is generally bad. Grieat 
part of the law meadow hay will be lost or spoiled, 
from the land being flooded so frequently. 
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Tbb weather was very &voarable to the 2l8t^ whicb 

enabled the farmers through the district, to house the 

wheat crop in good order. The early sown oats were 

well housed, but great pact of the late will be very 

bad, from the moisture of the preceding month,. 

wiidh kept them growing; many of them, will only 

* be fit for fpdder; much was standing at the close of 

the month. The early sown pease were well housed : 

the late have suffered like the oats; many were out 

at the close of the month. The horse beans have 

been cut; the crop is very good. The Lucern sowed 

this spring was cut a second time at the beginning of 

the month. The frost .on the 29th and 30th killed the 

potato vines; but as the crop had arrived nearly to 

maturity, little damage will be occasioned by it^ The 

hops were pearly picked at the close of the month : 

some plaptations proved more abundant than usual, 

but the quality is not so'good as in dry years. 

The ploughs have been actively employed pii lay 
land : the weather has been very favourable since the 
the 22d for that labour. • 
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OCTOBER 1817. 



This month has been reiy unfavourable for rural pur- 
suits; the frequent changes of the weatba: causes 
much trouble and disappointment to the farmer in 
housing the late crops; but there was scarcely any 
thing out at the close of the month. 

The oats have been much disoolouredj nor are they 
weighty. The late pease have sufiered in colour^ nia« 
ny not having ripened. , The horse beans were houjs- 
ed in good order; this pulse will be a substitute for 
Indian <iorn^ when sowed early; they ripen wellj and 
are very good for horses^ pigs, sheep, and poultry. -«. 
The low meadow and low Island hay, is very light 
and bad; it being always cut late in the ai:^tumn, it 
could not be housed well on account of the continued 
rain. The potato crop has been generally got in: 
those on high ground have been very productive, and 
from the immense quantity that was planted this 
spring, there are perhaps more than in any former 
year. Carrots in field culture are a fiur crop. Pars-, 
hips are scarce, from bad seed. Mangle-wurtzel has 
been succaessful on high land. The cabbages are ve** 
ry indifferent, frotn the turnip fly having preyed on 
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them when young. The tumip crop is very lights 
froni ihe fly : they were generally cut off; those sow* 
ed in August stood, but it was too late to form any 
size. 

From the changeable weather whicb prolonged the 
houAiDg of the crops, it had the effect of prerenttng 
Che farmers from ploughing, some gvound being too 
wet: that labour is not near so forwavd as it was at 
this time last year; however, should the season be 
like the last, it may be continued to the middle of 
next month, 

^ APRIL 1818. 

SouB partial operations took place with the plough ib 
the middle of the month, but t|ie dontinued, heary at* 
mosphere, acconapankAwith fi|^train,kqpt the earth 
in 80 moist a state to tbe 26th, that no wheat was 
sowed until the 27th, when many people in the cen* 
tre of the district were induced to commit their graia 
to the ground) on the 28tb the weather changed to 
rain, which continued to the end of the month* 

Although a {H'otracted seed time is very unfavour^. 
able to future operations* yet there is still time to 
perform the various labour, should a change take 
place in the early, part of the next month* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APTBUPIX. V 111 

. The vegetable world advances very slowly ; the fo- 
rest bas yet a sullen appearance; the best' meaflqws 
exhibit bat a few blades pf grass. Thus it may be 
considered there is no time lost, for unless there is 
congenial beat^ although the seed.be sowd^ it cannot 
vegetate* 

Very little maple sugar has been made^ on account 
of the cloudy weather preventing the running of the 
sap. 

MAY 1818. 

This month began with very unfavourable prospects 
for rural pursuits, the weather being very wet and 
cold until the'9tb, when a favourable change took 
place, which continued till the close.of it. The sow- 
ing of grain and pulse was resumed, which has been 
followed up with gnexampled diligence: perhaps |e^ 
years have surpassed the breadth of wheat sowed this 
season. Although the earth was much flattened by 
the rain which fell since the opening of the sfmng, 
yet the young wheat and barley have a very fine ap^ 
pearance. The pease and horse beans being so late- 
ly sowed, are only making their appearance above 
the ground. Potato planting has begun; the farm-' 
ers cannot be too attentive in propagating that vAtu- 
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! able vegetable root^ as it is superior to any other to 
preserve in tliis climate; and iio one offers a greater 
advantage than it to feed or fatten stock of ev^ry kind. 
The weather having retarded the sowing of carrots> 
parsnips^ beets^and Mangle^wartzel^ there is yet time 
until the first of next month for them to qoine to ma- 
turity. Turnip fallows have had their first ftirrow. 
It i^ advisable to sow the roota*baga^ or SwedUh tur* 
nip by the middle of June; the other field kind may 
^ wait until the close of that mcHith. The hops have 
been dressed and poled; the vines are very luxuriant. 
The meadows have lo^t their variegated hue; they 
now present a flattering prospect of a good crop of 
hay. Lucem was hear two feet high at the elose of 
the bfionth. Saint foin.had not been successful on 
light soil; on strong it offers a better prospect^ but 
does not surpass red clover at the present. The 
warm light rain on the 18th and 19th had the elBfect 
to change the' appearance of the for^t fit>m a dusky 
brown to that of a beautiful green^ in the space of a 
few days. On the 24th^ every tree had expanded its 
leaves^ except the sweet hiccory. 
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JUNE .1818. 



This month opened with verjr favourable prospecta 
for vegetation, the alternate rain and warm weather 
promoting the growth ^f each crop on the ground; 
but that &roatable prospect has in some measure been 
disappointed by a continual drought from the mi4dle 
to the end of the month. 

The great heat, accompanied mth drought in the 
early part of the spring, is disadvantageous to rising 
crops, and often causes them to become a prey to in- 
sects: such has been the case this spring in Several 
parishes. 

The wheats are generally thin andshort, for the ad- 
vanced state of the year; and much of them are of to 
indifferent colour. The barleys are very fine; the 
ear is projecting from the sheath. The oats are only a 
little above the ground. The pease are not genendly 
good; they want rain* The culture of horse beans 
has been omch extended this year, and will sooii be- 
come a general object among the formers : those that 
were early planted, bloomed in the middle of the 
month, and have a fine appearance. The fulare of 
Indian corn these few years, past, has caused a discon- 



Digitized by VJjOOQ IC 



^ 1 14 ^APPENDIX. 

tina)eince of its culture on a large scale. There are 
small patches planted this spring that, look exceed- 
ingly well. The planting of potatoes finished about 
the 10th 3 they are only rising above the ground, and 

;look wdl. Root croi» in general, bdng gdt in the 
grdnnd so late, are short, but look weJl. The hops 

; iftre very fine* The clover and fextail^ or timbthjr, 

i ar^ in bloom, and nearly ready to ctit—tfee trrip 
has aot an appearance of being very heavy. liieeTO 
has been cut twice this spring. Sainfoia was ia filll 
blooin in the middle of the month. 
. The culture of flax in small quantities is « gcheisal 
objjBct amongst the Canadians; that on the gronod 
looks ^11, but unfortunately too little cAre i^* t^kf n 

' in the choice of the seed to sow, or the prepiiriatiou 
W the fitfll to receive it : were they to clear their po- 
tato ground, and sow it with flax seed the following 
year, the crop would be infinitely better. An extension 

. of that article is much wanted where it becomes an 
object to dress; machinery might be erected in the 

; ^ seigneuriesl mills to dress it, and an article for exporta-* 

.. tk^iwould present itself to the enterprifitng merchant. 

The fattening of cattle has engaged the attention of 

Canadian faitn^s this spring^as well as the raising of 

stock; but jit is to be lamented that they pay. so little 

. attention to lay down a portion of land with grass se^d 
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for tbeir sustenance in summer^ as well as tafurnist^^ 
hay for winter food. Unless tHis be done, it is ioir 
possible to rear animals to a size that will be e^iber 
of use to theii^selves, or advantag:eous to the inar-< 
ket: the present method of p&sturing will ever keep 
the stock in a miserable condition, and deprive the ^ 
country of a finer race of animals, which the soil is, 
capi^ble of supporting, when it is properly managed* 



JULY 1818, 

T^ weather has been favourable through the moatfa| 
to {Mr&mote the growth of each crop on tke ground* 
Some of them have improved beyond the most san- 
guine expectation, but the wheats in general have 
not improved in length or thickness so much as could 
be wished. This crop being the first that is sowed, it 
had to combat with a late and wet seed time; it was 
scarcely above the groi^nd, when a drought took 
place for some time, accompanied with a very hot 
6un, contracting the vegetable faculties, and giving 
Ihe iusects facility to prey upon the young plants, 
thus rendering a doubtful prospect of an abundant 
harvest; yet there is much that has a good appear- 
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af!cc> which is changing its colour veiy fast^ and will 
be fit to cut by the middle of next month. 

The barley is generally a very heavy crop, the cut-^ 
ting of it took place at the close of the month. Rye 
is a good crop, it was ready to harvest at the close 
of the month. Buck wheat has a good appearance, 
iind promises a good return. The oat crop is only 
partially good, much of it is very short. The Indian 
com is very good, the dry weather and great heat 
have been very favourable to its growth. The pease 
of each kind offer an abundant crop. The horse 
beans have suffered much from the sun causing the 
blossom to fall off. The planting of potatoes has 
been very extensive this season, they have a very 
fine appelrance. The turnip crop offers more than 
for many years past; and they are now out of danger 
froip the fly, which is so destructive to lhem« 
Root crops in general have a favourable appearance. 
The culture of cabbage has been unsuccessful. The 
hops have put forth their bells; they promise a good 
return. The making of hay began about the 15th; 
\he weather was very favourable for housing it, but 
it was not all finished at the close of the month.. 
The red clover is a heavy crop, the timothy, or fox*, 
tail, much higher than usual. " 
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I'hb weatlier has been very favourable through the 
lAontb^ to secure the crops that were fit to harvest. 
The wheat has geoerally been housed in good order; - 
very little was standing at the close of the months 
The grain is of a good quality, but the quantity is 
one-third less than last year. The deficiency of 
straw will be seriously felt by the Canadian farmers, 
who depend too. much on it for the food of cattle in 
the winter. 

The barley was secured in the early part of the 
month; its quality is superior to that of last year. 
A great part of the oat crop has been got in^ in gpod 
•ofder, the remainder is in a forward state. Part of 
the early pease are housed; they are a .very heavy 
crop. The horse beans are ripe, but not y^ cut.' 
The picking of hops will not take place until the ear- 
:ly part of September, fifteen days later than Ujsual. 
^RoQt crc^s in general have a fine appearapce, and 
promise an abundant return. 
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SEPTEMBER 1818, 

The changeable weather through the month has been 
very unfavourable for the reaping of late cropd of 
grain. The only advantage derived^ was that of 
'putting the earth in a state to plough; which labour 
had been much impeded by the drought of the latter 
one. ' ' 

Some small portions of wheat that were out at the 
beginning of the month, were injured by the rain, it 
having sprouted before aa opportunity offered to 
house it. 

The late sown. oats have been kept in a progressive 
state of verdure ; . considerable breadths were standing 
at the clo^e of the month, which cannot be expected 
to ripen. Much of tbem that were out and lying on 
the ground, had sprouted prior to being housed. 
' Buck wheat has been very productive this year, as^ 
there has been do frost, which is but too often a cause 
of disappointment to the farmer: when it is sown 
early in June, it seldom fails. . 

Indian corn has ripened well this season, and is a 
very good crop. The late unfavourable years ito its 
growth, from the too gi-eat chili and nfK>isture of the 
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1^0 ^^ discouraged ^my, farmers frem the attempt, 
tp propagate ils growtb; so little of it comingtovaa^ 
tyrity, it ^8o became in a manner ejctinct: boweyer^. 
a^it is a primitive object to new settlers for bread 
sta£^ as well as for fattening of stock, tbere is now w 
dpportonity to obtain very good seed for ihe ensiiiiig: 
]»ar^ which no one in snch a sitoatioa ou^ht to 
neglect* 

The horse beans present only a middling crop} 
they being chiefly grown in quantity by Europeans^ . 
are stuked, therefore receive less damage than crops 
left to dry on the aar&ce< The large green and white 
pease suffered much by the rain. 
1 The hops are of an inferior quality, and much 
lightctr than uj9iual $ their sesed, the abundance of which 
gives thieai a preference of 50. per ^oent. prer those 
I^Qwn in the United States, has not generally ripeneid 
this season. 

• From, trials made to ascertain the state (^ the i>o* 
tato crop, there appears to be a full average one.of 
flOmmon years. The carrot crop is very good, tod 
t^ifecs a great advantage to stock farmers. Carrots 
will winter in the ground, if an opportunity should 
not ofier to take them out. ^ , 

Turnips have been more productive this season 
than for years past. The common field ones are the 
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•Uef th6 fiirnteiii^,attend to; but &e Swedish deaeAre^ 
the gr^^st aUentioD, particularly from newaettletay ' 
as they oiay winter out in the ground^ or under K^e 
protection; thci frost has litUe or no effect on then^^ 
If they do not arrive at the Mzeor weight of the-com*- 
CEum field turnip^ their resistance to the &ost^ and 
long duration of |)erfection for the table^a^wdlas 
for the sustenance for each kind pf Btock^^give thetni 
a decided preference in^be country to any cither. 



OCTOBER 18(8. 

Tills leafkss'mondi 6fS&es^vtarf jfewobjeete in ntd 
pujSBuits. It onlyiwinds up to a close the laboort of 
a deelinii^ year^ ;yet^ few as they are, their conse- 
iineni^ b sti^I :grdat. to the fanner and the poor; It 
beings a£i it were> the harvest or gathering time of 
vegetables, next in ceiatioii to gt^in, act sustenance 
forman andbeast« . j 

The fine weather through the month favoured the 
aecuring the late oats and pease, which were out al 

the close of the last one, 

/ 

The pptatoes have been generally got up dry: they 
are moi-e abundant than was expected, ari^ the qna- 
. iity very good. 
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^ Tlie tttrnip crop is partly got in; tbey wete never 
kfiown to'be more productive than the present year* 
The carrot crop is verf.gwid. They deserve every 
attention, from the farmers who have soil fit for their 
oiltBce, there bdng no root better to feed every kind 
of stock thto them. 

.. ^tttomnal plonghiQg b an a ficirward state* ahd the 
land is ip veiy good order for the 4aboilr, which offertt- 
a pleitting hope for the ensuing yean 



NOVEMBER 1818« 

Thb t^seaiiher having been mild through the monft|, 
the^ploughing has been continued, and the fieillows 
iiever had a better appearance than at present. The 
ijipen weajther has enabled the atock of each descrip* 
lion to feed abroad until the close of the month; a 
circumstance veiy fiivourable, as there waMm appear- 
ance of a deficiency of forage. 
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Ho. iii. 

CULTURE AN!) MANAGEMENT OP HEMP, ■ 

SOME years ago a trial was made, under tW pro- 
tection of the government, to introduce hemp as n 
staple commodity for the provinces. Unfortunate-' 
ly political events obstructed that effort; the Ame^- 
rican embat^o gave so gt^at a scope to mercan- 
tile enterprise, particularly the lumber trade^ that 
there was scarcely any bounds to-the price given for 
Mbour. Sooii after the War ensued, which, it may 
be said, gave a death blow to agricultural pursuits^ 
The present offers fairer prospects, by the general 
peace now taken place. Should a futuife attempt be 
ifaade for'its introduction, a recital of the practice 
and experience of many years may be useful to thd 
undertakers. 

Culture and Management. — Hemp requires a rich, 
deep, and' moist soil; a hazel loam is its favourite. 
It will also do well on black soil, when drained. The 
ash swailes are preferable to the cedar swamps for 
its growth 5 a tolerable crop may be obtained on light 
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yellow loam, wTifen moderately manured. Strong 
loam, that has been cropped with potatoes, lightly 
dunged, and ploughed directly after they fero taken 
off the ground, will bring a good crop of hemp the 
JfoMowing year. Old meadows thai are broken up 
iafter the crop of liay is taken off, by receiving two or 
three ploughings, and being laid well up, may be sown 
in the spring, as soon as the snow is' off the ground. 
Tlie land should be laid out in ridges six fiset wide, 
and be harrowfed fine; after which, the seed is sowed, 
and harrowed in with a very fine tided harrow. 
Should there^ not be one of that description, a bu^h 
harrow must take its place ; the seed being small, a 
heavy harrow would bury them too deep. The seed 
of this country being small, one minot is sufficient 
for an arpent of land, but it will require double that 
quantity of English seed, to furnish sufficie«t'plants; 
the seed being nearly twice the size of that of this 
cpuntry. After the seed has been harrowed in, and 
the water courses cleared, no further attention is re- 
quired, until the n^ale plants are fit to pull, Which is 
in September; they are known from the dust falling 
from them, and their leaves turning yellow. They 
are pulled up by the root, and placed together ac- 
cording to their lengths; sometimes there is only 
two distinctions; if more, they are classed accord- 
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logly^ *^^ order for dressing; The mfde stalks mast, 
Dot be allowed to stand until • the female stalks ImB 
ready to be pulled, because they rot by standings an4 
spoil the .colour of both.^ In order to collect the 
plants^ two people take a land between them; they 
go up the farrow on each side of a land^ and advance 
one foot on. the laod^and pull up the stalks » avoiding 
as much as possible the breaking the female or seed* 
bearing plants. The stalks are tied up in bundled 
about the thicknesis of a man's tfaagh. When-, they 
are pulled, they may be put to rot directly in a river^ 
brook, or pond. A place may be prepared with stakes> 
accfordiDg tq the quantity there may be^ to rot. The 
iiemp must be all put in at the same time, that it may 
he all equally rotted. Boards are pqt on the top, 
and large stones on them to.sink the stalks, so that 
€very part may be under the surface of the watejy 
When it has been twenty hours in stcep^ examine 
4he stalks that a^e about one foot uqd^r the water. 
If the rind comes off from the root to the head of the 
stalk, it must be taken out immediately, and spread 
thin on a clean meadow to dry. If a sandy beach is 
jat the rotting place, there cannot be a better. When 
they are dry, they are gathered up, tied in Jarge bun- 
dles, and housed; they are then ready to hreakwbeii 
an opportu ni ty may oflTer. Hemp seldom takes mor^ 
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, than from twenty-four to thirty hours to rot la . the 
month of September. If it be left in the water only 
a few hours over the time it should be taken out» the 
rind or harl will leave the stalks^ and no hemp will be 
obtained from them. The way to "know when the 
seed is fit to gather, is by examining the heads ot 
the female plants; when the seed may be perceived 
opening the green husk that incloses the seed, which' 
takes place at the end of September, or by the 8th of 
October. The stalks are either pulled up or cut with 
a sickle. The cutting is preferable, as the stalks are 
Jess shook by that operation, besides, the mould ia 
thereby prevented from mixing with the seed; the 
roots of the female stalks are inconvenient in dress* 
ingof them. When gathered, they are ti^d as di- 
rected for the male plants; they are then piled in the 
field, in the form of a sugar-loaf, thin enough for the 
air to pass through and dry the stalks, in three or 
four days they may be carted to the barn, to have the 
seed taken out. Great care mu3t be taken that tho 
seed is not shaken by removing the stalks. 

•* ' - , ' 

7%e Method to take out the Seed, A bench is 

made whereon is placed a board two feet long; in 
the ct^ntr^ of which th^re are two rows of iron tines 
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<^e inch broad^ and abou( a quarter of an incb 
thick; they intersect each other at one inch distance, 
and ffire nine inches long. The board is placed on a 
decline from the person tb^t cleans the seed; i fool 
board is placed from the top of the bench to the floor^ 
for the cleaner to put bis foot^ so as to command the 
handful that he strikes on the tines. The cleaner 
must not be allowed to wear heavy shoes, lest he 
bruise the seed. Mpccassins are best for thieit laboun 
As the seed is taken out> a boy tiee up the bundles 
of stalks. They are put by until the foUowingf spring, 
to rot, when the hurry of the work is over, whiph 
will be at the end of June. They are .managed aa 
directed for the male stalks. The season being sq 
far advanced when the female hemp is gathered, th^t 
]werejt put to rot, it could not be dried on account of 
the frost so very frequent at that period, and the suj) ' 
having so little power to effect the purpose. The 
seed is cleaned and put in a secure place from ver* 
win, which are very fond of it. 

Breaking — Hemp requires two sized breaks: the 
first a heavy one; and in order to assist the work- 
man, a spring pole might be affixed to a beam in the 
barn, where a rope could be placed to the bead of the 
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M^^ fr^na Ihe end of the pole,; by which means the 

upper jaw of the break being risen up, the man 

!KVould, have only to strike it down on the stalks | 

oi|e man pan furnish safficient for three boys or 

women,' who would pass it through fine breaks, 

which jBive closer than the flax breaks of this country, 

. If cafe is taken in this propess, it will require very 

little i^wipgling, which last labour is performed with 

K wooden knife, about two feet long in the blade. ' 

.The l^andfals are held over a bofird, placed aslant 

; from, the person that does the work, which is to strike 

. off the sheaves that hang' on the hpmp. It is then 

laid on a table^ ^aoh length by itself^ and tied up in 

beads, which ought to weigh fourtee;^ pounds eac^« 

: It is then ready for the market. 

« Jlemarks., — Dew rotting of hemp gives it a bad co-i 
lour; and it is not fit for the purpose of navigation. 
Snow rotting has a worse effect, by its destroying 
both strength and colour, which are its primitive 
qualities. The male is fittest to make cloth, and 
when well prepared, is of a silver colour; the female 
is of a brown colour, and fittest for cordage. That of 
- a green colour is gathered before it has arrived at ma-i 
turity. Autumn sowing is hazardous; mild weather 
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making the seed grow, and the frost kilfiog the plkuits* 
ISowing on the snow e)cposes the seed to be ate by 
the field mice. Those two points I have pnwed, 
Sowing early in [the spring will insure a crop^ if the 
^seed is good^ and the land in a state to bear one. 
"When a linen crop is intended^ the seed mu^ be* 
doubled, which will produce stalks about three feet' 
long« The former quantity, (one minbt), will produce 
stalks (votn six to eight fbet long, which are for ex^ 
portation. It has been advised to sow hemp thio, ia 
order to obtain more seed, and throw the stalks away $ 
those who practhe that method deceire themselves, 
because the seed only ripens by degrees, and sheds 
itselfat every wind that agitates the stalks: but when 
sowed full for a crop, it ripens equally all over the 
field, and produces better seed. An arpent will pro- 
dace eight minots of seed, and three hundred pounds 
of merchaatable hemp* 
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EXTRACTS 

From the Transactions of the Society of jtrts, ^e. 
FbL xxvii^ p. 221, etseq. 



PAPERS IN COLONIES AND TRADE*. 

5[fie Silver Medal of the Sodeiy, set in a broad gold 
. border y was this Session voted to Mr, Charles Fre-^ 
- derick Greece, of Montreal^ Lower Canada, for the 
culture and preparation of Hemp irk that Province. 

The following communications were received from 
him, and samples of the Hemp and Seed are reserv- 
' ed in the Society's Bepository. 

Dear Sir, 

I TAKB the liberty to inform you^ that I have 
l>ought a farm near this city, and sowed this year 

* These Papers are intro^aced here as the most satisfactory mode of 
showing the importance attached to the culture of hemp in Canada, by 
tlie intelligent body of scientific characters composing the Society 9I Arts, 
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near twenty-six acres of land with hemp seed, which 
Government sent oat last year, twenty-one barrels^ 
containing upwards of two bushels each. I had not 
aOOO plants. In June, the ship Quebec brought some 
fresh; I obtained twelve barrels of that seed, and 
sowed it: a drought succeeded, and I lost my crop; 
but I am collecting seed, the. growth of this country, 
as I find the foreign cannot be depended on. I have 
sown five acres this autump, to try what effect the 
winter will ha-ve on it : should it do well, it will be 
of great advantage to abridge the labour in the spring. 
Some seed, the growth of this country, did very well: 
that I sowed in May; but June is too late, unless it 
be a wet season. I have every reason to believe tliat 
the farmers will enter into this cultivation as soon as 
it is made known ; the favours of the Government 
have not yet been published. I have applied all this 
year, and at last it is desired to be ^blislied for the 
information of our farmers; but wc have not seed for 
one quarter of the applicants. I am about to erect a 
machine to break and swingle hemp; should it suc- 
ceed, I will send a model to the Society. I presume 
I cannot become a candidate for your premium, the 
crop having failed. I cannot judge only from one 
bushel of Canadian seed, which I have kept an ac- 
count of. I have forwarded a certificate to my bror- 
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ther^ the President having complied with the order 
tf Council, and I should be glad of your opinion on 
that head. Permit me to subscribe myself^ with 
grateful memory of your kindness tirhen in England, 
Your most obedient^ and very humble Servants, 

CHARLES FREDERICK GRECE. 

Montreal^ Lower Canada, 
Nw, S, 1806. 

To C. TAYiJon^ M. D. Skc. 



Sir, 

A BOX af hemp was shipped at Quebec, on 
board the ship Jaue, Captain Scott, which cleared at 
that port, on the 3d itistant, fop London^ directed to 
you : the freight was paid by me. A certificate from ' 
bis Exeenency the Governor*general of the Colonies 
<£f North America, acoording to the directions otthe 
advertisement of the Society of Arts, of London, was 
put on board : a duplicate of said certificate was put 
on board his Mcgesty's ship Amelia. By mistake, 
the gentleman at Quebec omitted informing me in 
time of the vessel the box would go by, which ob- 
liges me to inclose my report in the present letter, 
which I hope is such as is required by the Society: 
and should I merit the honorai^ reward, I shall be 
ever thankful for the &vour so conferred on me* 
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Should any communication be required on agricul* 
tural pursuits from thk» country^ for the information 
of the Sodeiy^ I shall always be happy to attend to 
their requests. I am, Sir, 
' Your most obedient, and yery humble Servant^ 
CHARLES FREDERICK GRECK 

N. B. Captain Patterson, of the EtTeretta, New York { 
Coffee-House, wQl take ehaige of your commands. 



■Meport of Charles Firederick Cfrece, of the Itte of Mm'- ' 

'. treal^ Lower Canada^ to the Society of Jrts^ S^c. of 

London^ on the cuUivatum and^nanufaeture of the 

• produce of one arpent of land with hemp, being part 

of 34 arpents, cultivated by him^ in the year 1807« 

The soil a black loam J it was an old meadow. > 

£ s. d. 
Rent* of l«nd ;wr onnu>» ^ 6 $ 

FJougbed op in the automn 1806 »« ^ tO 6 

Cross ploughed in the spring of 1-807 ..••«. a 7 S 

Harrowing • •••• o 1-0' 

Cairiedup •'•••. 15 9 

* Tlie rent ot lands here^ amongst the Ca&adiaii farmeif, it not 
thought of. 
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Brought forward •• • ••..... l 5 

Jqoei^. Sowed broadci&t, one miiiot of seed equal to 36 

quarts WiDcbeiter measure • Oil S 

Bush hitrrowed the seed in the grouud 6 

Sept. 8, The male stalks were pulled* and put into a scow in 
the river St. Lsiwrence, to rot; when rotted,^ 
spread on a meadow to^ dryj and when ^rf, 

housed... .••^••- • •••• 18 10 

Oct. 161. Fulled the female stalks or plants ••...,•? 1 6 $ 

Xh^ leed was taken from the plants by a machine, 
resembling » stool with two rows of iron teeth, 
one iqch and a half apart, intersecting each 

other 9 « 

Fut to rot J when ta^en out and dried, it was housed 7 6 
This hemp was dressed hj a mill, which goes by the 
assistance of two horses, the expense of break- 

uvg, and swingling ? • 

Total expenses ^•••^ 6 18 6 

N* B, The Protestant pUntert pay no tythes« 

Produce of seed was seye^ minots and a h^lC at 

lis. 3d. per minot • • • • • .• 4 4 4( 

Fine hemp, 226 lb. at 478. 9id per cwt.. ^ 4 16 4 

Out 8hot,451b. at .£40 per ton.. ..."•..•..•• <► 1^ 

Tow,20lb.at .... ditto .^ ^ ^ H 

10 3 10- 
Sfpenses brought down 6 18 6 

Profit- •"•••• 3 5 4 
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FRom the seasop for agricultural pursuits being 
so very short in this country^ it would be difficult 
to plough the land twice in the spring; Jihe au- 
tumn ploughing being performed, the frosts in the 
winter leave the lands extremely mellow, and i\ ap- 
pears once ploughing in the spring ap^wers very well. 
TPlie drill husbandry for hemp, I presume, would riot . 
answer, on account that the plants, (having too much 
room), would become too strong, and pr6duce • lit- 
. tie rind. I have been convinced, that the finer the 
stalk, the more rind is produced. 1 have sown less 
seed than usual to the arpent, in order to obtain 
taller plants. It seems two bushels and a half only 
produced a linen crop; which is not the object of the 
people of this province; they want long- hemp, for 
the purposes of navigation. I have sown all my 
land broadcastj^ after two plougfaings, and have had 
some part harvested with sicliles, which is a saving 
of one pound five shillings per arpent, and it is an 
advantage in doing away the roots, which make the 
heads of hemp, when dressed, unsightly; and I have 
heard the manufacturers in England complain of 
them. 

Last winter I rotted some hemp in the snow, when 
it first fell, and succeeding snows covered it two feet. 
In the Spring I found it very black, and very rotten; 
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as Buch^ neither snow nor dew rotting will do for fo- 
reign markets. I have great hopes that in a few years 
many people will g^t into the culture of this article. 
I have adopted the method to purchase it in a crude 
states which is a great encouragement to those who 
doubted their ability to manufacture. 

Last year much land would have been sown^ but 
the seed for that purpose could not be obtained^ from 
the heavy rains which fell^ and carried away bridges^ 
and broke up the roads in the United States^ the way 
it was coniing hither. I am^ Gentlemen^ 

With the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

CHARLES FREDERICK GRECE. 



Sib, Quebec^ July 27^1808. 

We are directed by Mr. Charles Frederick 
Grece, district of Montreal, to inclose you Governor 
Craig's certificate respecting hemp; also, bill of lad- 
ing of a box containing twenty-six pounds of hemp, 
and three pounds of seed, shipped per the ship Jane, 
removed from the gentleman to your address. 
We are, Sir, your most obedient Servants, 

FRS. AND W. HUNTER. 
To C. Tayjlor, M. D. Sec. 
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ft^d^^ llHBHEBv certify, at the request 
6f Charles Frederick Grece, Esq. of tongue iPoint — 
I, the underwritten^ sworn surveyor, on this day, the 
twentieth of September, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven, have been on a tract of land, situate at 
Longue Point, in the county and district of Mon- . 
treal^ in the said Province of Lower Canada, the pro- 
perty of the said Charles Frederick Grece, where I 
havC' taken the dimensions of several parcels of land 
on the same tract, sown with hemp seed, which have 
amounted in the whole to thirty arpents, French 
measure. In witness whereof I have delivered the. 
present under my hand and aeal.—Montreal, the day 
and year above. 

(Signed) LOUIS CHARL AND. 

Sn, Surv. 
(L.S.)" 



(L. s:) ' 

1 HERBBy certify, that according to the evidence which 
was laid befpre the Executive Council of this Pro- 
vince, in the month of Sieptember last/I am satisfied 
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that Mr. Charles Frederick Grece did sow thirty-four 
arpents of .li^nd with hemp seed^ in the district of 
Montreal^ as specified in the annexed certificate of 
Mr. Louis Charland. 

J, H. CRAIO. 

CoiOe if. St. Lewitf Quebec, 
March 7, 1808. 

By his Excellency's command^ 

Harman Wm. Rtland^ Sec* 



2%e Society's Remarks. 

Th£ encouragement of the culture of hemp in Ca^ 
nada is still attended to with a vigilant eye by the 
Society; and the information given by Mr. Charles 
Frederick Greoe^ points out how some difficulties 
which have intervened^ isespecting the procuring of 
good seed^ may be prevented in future. 

The Society lamented that^ owing to some irregu- 
larity in the claim^ they could not, consistently with 
their rules and orders^ give him their gold medal}' 
but they conferred upon him their silver medal, set 
Ip a broad gold border^ as an honour nearly equal. 
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FLAX. 



Fuix requires a rich black soil^ or a hazel loam^ whidlk 
k^Aoist^ but not wet. Yellow loam would bear a 
crop, if in good heart, but stiff soib never should be 
used for flax. It succeeds also where potatoes have 
been planted the, preceding year^ The land must be 
wdl ploughed, and rendered very fine, before the seed 
is sowed; it is covered witti a fine tined harrow* 
No one should attempt to sow flax, that has not got 
clean land for the porpose. The plants are so ten- 
der, that much damage is' done to the crop by the 
people that weed it* Two minots and a half of see4 
is sufficient for an arpent of land. . When the stalks 
jturn a p^le yellow colour, and the leaves die, it is fit 
to be pulled up. ^ If seed is the qli^ect, when the 
tHills which contain the seed will break with a getitle 
pressure, the bundles may be removed to the barn^ 
and thrash^; after which, they Are tied up in bun- 
dles about the thickness of a man's thigh, and put to 
r0l, as directed for hemp, requiring the sam^ ma- 
nagement in the steep. If intended for exportation, it 
is gathered when in full bloom ; it tten yielding a harl of 
superior quality, for the manufacturer to make linen; 
it is assorted in its different lengths for that purpose. 
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and kept separate^ as directed for hemp; it is tied in 
small bundles, and put in piles, in the form of a 
sugar loaf, to dry; 

Dew rotting flax makes it weak, and preFCnts its 
bkacbittg; as ako does tbe drying it over a fire, prior 
to its being broken, and will prevent its sale for a fo- 
reign ^market. Machinery ooigbt be introduce in 
mills to dress flax. 

The farmers grow flax ; bat from an improper choice, 
of the soil. fit for its culture, and inattention to pro- 
vide good and clean seed to sow, they reap little ad* 
vantage for their trouble. The practice, of putting 
their flax to rot on the ground before they thrash out 
the seed, iiyures the grain so mu^, that one h«ilf of 
it is spoiled by the dew and rain. Were they to 
thrash it out prior to the rotting, it would be fit to ship 
to Ireland ; and by having good clean seed, it would . 
always command a good price tar exportation. 

A machine to cleon the seed can be made of tm^ 
by pufnchiog it with boles to let out tbe false flax seed> 
and small seeds of weeds ; it is in the form of a roller; 
the cover puts on at the end j a crank is affixed at tbe 
other epd» and put on two upright posts, sawed so as 
to let in the crank at one end, and a small gudgeon 
in the centre of the cover; it is turned round like a 
' grind'*6tone. The vast quantity of soil fit for flax in 
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this pro^nce> oilers a great indacement'to tbefSGirmefty 
to^mbaHc in a c6mino<Kty^ which i9 always id demand 
for the mother country/ Great quantities of this ap» 
tkle^ which is now annmify imported intQ Great Bri^ 
tain frohi the Baitic^ might 'be faroishedin part from 
hence. 

Flax seed should not be sowed more than twice, 
on the same farm. An arpent will yield two hoadrecl 
weight of flax^ and eight minota of seed* 



\ 



UBTICA, OR THE NETTLE. 



THBnetfle has been long known to produce a tfah- 
ment^ and is used in various parts of Europe to make 
cloth. The inhabitantaof the Lower Province applied 
it tomakingof cloth iBftyyearsago; it isUkely^ the first 
French settlers brought the knowkc^e of its utility* 
Fishing netaand small ropes have been made from that 
material. The Maison Rustiqucs^ recommends the 
nettle for making cloth^ but this quality of the nettle 
has been brought by recent experiments into more 
notice. It is said to be more durable in water than 
hemp^ which is very probable; being an aquatia 
• 

> A f tench pUbllcatioo on Hntbandrj* 
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plaBt, it is then in ite element. The property of the^ 
netUe deserves the particular care of fartDer9; when 
more certain information may be gathered relative to 
its durability^ it may become an object for exporta* 
tion. Nettles are to be found on thie. borders of 
brooks and beaver meadows, in places called swailes, 
which lie between high tands^ in ash and soft maple 
swamps, and on most low flooded land, on the sides 
of rivers and lakes ; but chiefly in damp shady places. 
The length of the stalks depends on the quality of 
the soil. The leaf resembles that of the beaich. At 
the head of the stem, thi'ee branches put forth, and 
bear a pale straw coloured bloom, in the banning of 
September. Hie 8^ is small and flat, forming a 
half circle, and is of a dark brown colour; it hangs 
twom the stem by a fine point, and is easily shed. It 
is fit to cut when the leaves turn yellow, and must 
not be pulled, being a perennial, it is assorted as 
directed for hemp and flax, but it may or may not 
be rotted. It breaks well when dry, and has the ad- 
vantage of giving twenty-five per cenU niore hemp 
or staple. 

This plant has not yet been cultivated to any ex- 
tent. It is not certain that it will succeed in the 
open country. The trials I have made to introduo^ 
il in up-land have not been favourable. Swamps 
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where it grew, being clearectand drained, the grotftfa 
has disappeared; but as cattle grazed on those laiids, 
and I here discovered they are fond of it, that ifaay 
be the cause of its destruction. It is to be hoped 
that trials might be made to introduce its cultai^; 
a certain degree of moisture must be retainedi that 
it may approach its natural state. . 

The seed ripening late, it is often injured by the 
'frost; the best way to form a plantation would be to 
(Collect the sets from the places where they grow. 
The land being prepared the Autumn before, pre- 
vious to setting, a shallow furrow might be run with 
the plough, and the sets put at the distances of six 
inches in the furrow; then^ one ttini to cov^, and 
|dantt on, until the whole is filled with plants; thus a . 
perpetual plantation could be formed. Seed may be 
collected in favourable years for its ripening, or sets 
taken from the old stock to extend its culture. 

The land ought to be fenced from cattle, othcr\^nse 
the grower will be disappointed. It is broken with a 
flax brake, and when passed through fine heckles, 
will make as fine cloth as^flax, but not so durable. 
• It offers to the fisheries a superior advantage to any 
other filament, for nets and fines. 
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No. IV, 

MAIZE, OR INDIAN CORN. 

THERE are four species grown in these Provinces: 
tbe large yellow and white; the small yellow, called 
the Nantucket ; and tbe small twelve-rowed : the two 
letter ark best adapted to tbe climate of the Lower 
Province. They ripen much earlier than the large. 
All light soils are fit for corn. The quantity of seed 
to tiie arpent is one gallon : the return, when proper- 
ly tilled, is from 30 to 50 minots. Should the land be 
rich enough to bear a crop, it is preferable to plant Jt 
in drills, at the distance of four feet apart; and the 
grains of com, one foot iapart in the drills or rows. 
It requires less labour than tbe present practice of 
the Americans, which is as follows: —After the lanc^ 
has been ploughed and harroAved, a furrow is drawn 
lengthways, at the distance of four fef t from each 
other, after which there are others drawn crossways 
at tbe same distance, forming squares or diamonds 
through the field; at each point there is about a sho- 
vel full of rotten dung put in the hole, then four or 
five grains of corn, and in each third row a few pump- 
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kin seeds j then it is covered with a light plough 
about two inches thick. When the corn is six or 
eight inches bigh^ it must be earthed up a little^ and 
the hills cleared of superfluous plants : three or four 
Ute sufficient to stand itf a hill for a crop. The 
ground must be cleared of all weeds; otherwise the 
Torn pannot thrive. It must be gone over again^ 
when it is fifteen ihch^ high^ and cleared of all weeds* 
When it is twofeet high^ It has its last earthing ; and 
wh^n the corn has bloomed^ and the top got a pale 
straw colour, they should be cut off^ at the joint 
above the cob or ear: they are tied in small bundles^ 
and shocked to dry, and when dry are housed: There 
are few crops more advantageous than corn. Al- 
though in the years 1815 and 1816 it failed by those 
unfavourable seasons, people should not be discourag- 
ed frpm.futnre trials. It is of great use to eat, when 
green, either boiled or roasted ; wheti ripe, the meal, 
mixed with half wheaten flour, makes veiy good breads 
In all new settlements it is made into cakes, and is 
almost the only bread made use of. It fattens cattle, 
hogs, and, poultry, and is also given to horses; when 
it has been prepared with lye,^ which takes oiF the rind, 
it is very good in soup. The stalks are eaten by cattle, 
^and the cows give more milk, when fed on them, than 
on bay. After the corn has been gathered^ the husks 
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or leaves must be taken off the graift^ otherwise it ^HQ 
mould; when that is done> it must be put on a floor^ 
and turned once a week, until it is dry.. In the new 
settlements they make cribs: those places are fomied 
with logs laid square^ about five or six feet high, and 
ten feet long, and four feet wide, covered at the top 
like a bouse; the air passing through, dries the ears 
without farther trouble. 

Plaster of Paris is a gopd manure^ for corn; a table* 
spoonful of powder strewed on each hill, before tb^ 
first hoeing is performed, has a great effect oq ligb( 
soils, 

DWARF FRENCH BEANS. 

Thbsb beans are cultivated by most of the Canadians, 
tn order to have good crops, the rows should be thirty 
inches apart, and the beans planted four inches from 
each Other: they grow on almost every soil; bat light 
is tlie best for them. They require to be kept free 
from weeds, and must not be earthed up more tl^Mi 
two or three inches. The quantity of seed for an ar^ 
pcint of land is three pecks; the produce is frou^ 
twelve to fifteen minots* Th^ are very good iot 
table- use, and are the best tiling for fattening sheepi 
giving more tallow than, any other food; ttiey ar« 
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kteo In deiMud for expofrtation : the white ones tmuld 
llftve a p)<efeli6ii<9e for that ]piir];>08e. 

LiJCBRN. 

This artificial grads, a aative of M^ia,ha8 been in* 
traduced into this country. It succeeds both upon 
strong and light soils; but the light b best adapted 
to its Culture. The best method of management is to 
sowit in drills^ thirty inches apart. When the plants 
are up, they must be thinned, so as to stand a fo6t 
distant from each other in the rows. It may be sown 
hi'oadcast; bdt^ as it requires to be kept clean< from 
weeds, the drill will be found preferable. The seed 
shay foe sown in beds in the spring, and transplanted 
t0to rows. Wbieh that is done, the tap roots are 
shortened, aiMd fbe top df the planfs cut off abodt the 
hdididle. The qvadk growth oi this grass in the Spring 
Ib; sufficient to reeqmmend it to the farmers, for feed* 
big tbetr p}gs, lambs^ and calves. It will be nine 
iMheahigh^ trhen the other kinds just maike their ap- 
peamACe. In Aivour AUe years, it may be cut four or 
fi¥e limes. A^juart of seed is sufficient for an ar« 
peat, whm drilled j twt> quarts, when sowed broad^ 
MSt. The lu^ m^ of hicem is managed| in the same 
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manner as clover. No animals aheutd be allomd po 
graze on it^ as they are apt to eat off the head of tbjB 
plant. One arpent pf lucern is equal tp four arpents 
of tbosfs grasses now nnder qultui^. 



No.V, 

PLASTER OF PAR13*. 

THIS valuable oiaanre^ almost unknown^ though veiy 
eaa^ to be obtained, merits the attentiofi of eveiy 
fiffmer ; there is scarcely a &rm in the PiDvioGes, bnt 
it might be applied to with advantage. The practioe 
of niii|5 years on the following soils and cropsj may 
suffice to prove its quality. On a piece of poor yel- 
low loam, I tried three grain crops without success; 
with the last, which followed a hoe crop> I laid it 
down with barley: the return was little more tha^ 
the seed. The grass seed took very welU In 
ihe month of May the following year, I strewed 

* the farmers ia tbe United Stat^ koowiog the Tftlae of tbii excellent 
manure^ import vast quantities of it annualljr from New B(Bqi#ick end 
Kova Scotia^ into tbe.different States. 
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ponfder of plastef^ at the rate of one minot and one; 
peck to the arpent. In J uly, the piece of land being 
mowed^ the quantity of grass was so great^ that it wieis 
not possible to find room to dry it on the land where 
it grew: The produce was five large loads of hay to 
the arpent. It continued good for five years. A trial 
was made with plaster on a piece of white clay^ laid 

down with clover and timothy the grass was very 

thin. After the plaster was strewed^ it improved so 
much j as to be distinguished from any other part of the 
field; the sixth year aflcr^ the field was broke up in 
the springy and sowed with pease : the spot where the 
planter had been put, produced twice as much as any 
other part of the field. The haulm was of a deep green 
oolour^ nor were they effected with the droughty like 
the others on the part of tlie field where no plaster 
had been put.. A trial was made on a strong loam; 
the crop, Indian corn, manured in the hills with .old 
stable dung/lim^, and plaster : the stable dung sur- 
passed the other two, the Indian corn being finest 
where that was applied. In the Spring of tbefoIlow-< 
ing year, the field was ploughed and sowe^ with 
pease, where th^ plaster and lime had been the year 
before; the pease were as strong again as in any other 
part of the field. I tried plaster on cabbages and 
turnipsji but did n^t perceive any good effect^ F^onx 
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the frequent trials of this manui^e on various soils, 
it is evident thut it is applicable to both strong and 
light soils, for top dressings of su$9alent plants. 

Method of reducing «^._Take an axe and break 
the stone to the size of a nut j then take a flat stone, 
two feet diameter, and break it into po.wder with a 
wooden mallet! . It must be reduced very fine; those 
that have an iron pestle and mortar, can pound it 
expeditiously that way% Should plaster meet its 
deserved attention, it might give employment to 

people in the hpuses of correction, to reduce it to' 
powder, for the use of the farmers, when no other 
ol^ects of industry present themselves^. 

In order to give an idea of the measure of a ton o^ 
plaister in stone, it will measure three feet square ou 
the base, and two feet two inches high, Bnglish mea* . 
sure. This is cited, in order to assist persons that 
may wish to buy from the yessels going up the river, 
where weights cannot be had to weigh. That which 
is taken from the mine is best, ai^d is of a silver grey 
colour; , that, from off the surface is red, and is of less 
value. A ton will produce fourteen minots of pow>* 

* Since this w«s firft 8ogg6«ted> Uhi method of empioj^Fag prisoa«n 
ku been adapted. 
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d^r, wli^ii brote; a man can break eighty poundar i» 
one day, in a mortar of six inches diameter, fai its 
natural stale. Having a great dea! to prepare for the 
Spring of ISIT^ I had it broke about the size of a 
goose egg, and then put into, the oven of a double 
stove} it regained about Iwlf an hour, after ti^faich a 
man could reduce two hundred and ten pounds in 
twelve hours, with a sledge hammer, pounding it 
on a flat stone. As this is an experiment, time must 
determine whether the heat diminishes its quality; it 
does not lose weight by the process. The plaster 
that was heated, being applied to various crops, had 
nearly the same effect as that in the crude state. 



No. VI. 
MAPLE SUGAR. 

WHERE maple trees are on a farm, a selection might 
be made of from four to eight hundred, to make su« 
gar; what may not be wanted for the family, will 
find a ready sale. The spot chosen, the centre is 
pitched on for the boiling place. This operation be- 
gins about the 20th of March, as the snoiV begins t6 
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melt. When tbere is no snow or frost in the grovad^ 
the sap will not moke sugar. A larg^ white wood, 
tree^ coBamoDly called Bass-wood, is felled forabaok 
log, to make the fife against; two small trees are 
cut to get forked pieces to put abar across; brancbea 
are cut Smt ttookst 16 hang the boilers upon; alaigA 
white wood trough is made tot a resenFoir, to put 
close to the boilers; small troughs are madeof wlute 
ash or butter nut, to piit at the foot of the trees, 

TcjBfmi9..«»Thebest method is to bore aboleslant-^ 
warfs, with an augur; and when done sugaring^ to 
pork it up With a piece of wood, to prevent the tree 
exbauslsing itself; but the generality of people make 
an incision slant ways, with an axe; after which, a 
hole is struck with a gouge at the lower part of the 
wound: a thin piece of cedar is put into the bole, 
made with the two*inch gouge, to conduct the sap 
to tbe small trough, which is made to contain a pail^^ 
full. Bach evening the sap is coUeeted and put into 
the reservoir. Some people have a puncheon put on 
alight sleigh to carry the sap; Others take it to the 
reservoir in pails. The number of boilers will de- 
pend on the quantity of liquor;, iron ones are in ge- 
neral use, perhaps from cheapness. The following 
morning, t^lvc pails-full of sap is put on the fire, in 
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a kettle^ which is kept on the boil. Eight pidls are , 
put OD in another kettle over a gradaal fire. As the 
first evaporates, it is filled up from the second; when 
this is emptied^ the first one is still continued boiling:, 
in about six hours it will be sufficiently reduced, which 
i& known by the juice rising to the top of the kettle. A 
small piece of fat pork is then thrown in: it will soon 
riseagain, when another piece is added. When it rises 
the third time, this is repeated, and the sympis taktn 
off the fire, and strained into a pail. This stands undl 
the next day, when it is put on a slow fire in ^ small 
pot, and will take three quarters of an hour to fine 
down. It is then put into moulds the size of bricks^ 
or earthen vessels, to cool. There are people who 
use milk instead of pork, to prevent it boiling over. 

The quality, quantity, and colour of sugar, depends 
o,n the situation ; upland trees give the richest sap^ 
and the best colour, yielding one pound of sugar to 
each pail of sap; low lands give a dark colour, an^ 
only yield twelve pounds to twenty pails-full of sap^ 
Frosty nights, succeeded by clear sun-shining days^ 
is the best weather for making sugar* 
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No. VIL 

Jbtsiruciions to Strangers settling in the Woods or ' 
Forests. 

IT will sometimes happen, that people lose themselves 
in the Woods. Cloudy weather operates to deceive, 
but the sun will always direct, by observing its rising 
and setting from the dwelling place, which Europeans 
ought strictly to attend to, on their first beginning \vl 
the forest. Swamps are the most difficult, from the 
thickness of the green timber: in such a case, let the 
person avoid flurrying himself, because fear agitates 
the mind, and leads to frenzy. If fatigued, sit down 
and .examine the tnrees : the north side of large trees is 
covered with moss; the branches are longest on the 
fibuth and south-east sides : these wiU form a compass. 
Birch trees are the compass for the Indians; their 
strongest branches pointing eastward. Should you 
fall on a river or brook, its course will lead to some 
settlement. The br6oks, many of which are little 
rivers in the spring at the melting of the snow, become 
dry in summer; but their course may be discovered 
by observing the way that the growth of wild herbs, 
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grass, and roots of trees lie: their heads will point to 
the outlet of such waters; the stones will be cleaner 
on the side next the scMiree^ Aan that next the outlet. 
Tbeae Observations are easier understood than heights^ 
falls^ Soc. &c» Sbmetimea kittle are met with miles 
from home; by starting them, they run from a 
stranger^ and generally go home : that will lead the 
loti person to a setilement» There bdng little to 
fiear from wild beasts^ food is a priinary object* As 
berries are not always to be had any more tbiui nnts, 
berbs become a consideratioii. The edits foot, called 
by the Amedcan^^ SisaUe-roott has a leaf formed like 
the foot of a oolt; it not a deep green colour; the 
rdots run horizontally, and are of the thickness of a to* 
baccopipe; they taste like lemon peel. By gathering 
of tb«Ltroot to eat, a person might exist for some time« 
This plant produces many lateral roots, itis in greater 
abundance than most other herbs; it de%bts in 
moist situations, and is easy to discover. It is taken 
as a tea, to rettM)ve violent colds, when a little sweet- 
ened. 
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. No. VIII. 

Sules and Begulations of the Montreal Agriculture^ 
Society y as adopted at a General Meeting held at the 
Cowt^House^on Monday^ October 20, IS17. 

1st. -.IT is the object of the Society to contribute^ 
6y its efforts^ to the advancement of the science of 
agriculture^ and to the instruction of the husband- 
man in this district. To encourage, by the publica- 
tion of all communications addressed to the society, 
vwhiclh may be deemed useful^ or by the publication 
of extracts from approved books on the subject, the 
employment of the most usefal implements of hus- 
bandry; the species of cultivation the most produc- 
tive^ and too little disseminated throughout the dis- 
trict; to indicate the disadvantages of some of those 
-that are practised; to excite emulation, and to re- 
compense or reward industry, by the distribution 
of prizes in money, or in agricultural instruments, 
or by hoi^ourable distinctions, granted under certain 
conditions, to persons who shall have excelled in 
the cultivation of the produce of the earth, or in the^ 
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rearing of animals, or in the manner of- executing 
some of the multiplied and various labours of theif 
profession. 

2d— The Agricultural Society of the district of 
Miontreal, comprises two classes of members; the one 
ordinary, and the other honorary and corresponding 
memberSi 

3d. — Those who ha^re already subscribed, or may 
subscribe, previous to the first of January next, to 
the association proposed at the general meeting of 
the 19th of September last, and those who may here-* 
after be admitted, in manner herein after provided, 
are the ordinary members of the society. 

4th. The direction of tlie concerns and interests 

of the society, is placed under the superintendence of 
one president and two vice-presidents, a treasurer, and 
twelve directors, all ordinary members of the soci- 
ety, forming a permanent committee 6f sixteen; six 
of whom, the president, pr one of the vice-presidents^ ^ 
included, are competent to proceed to business. 
, 5th..^The president, and in his absence, either of 
the vice-presidents, shall preside at the sittingf^s of the 
permanent committees, and at general meetings; 
there to put to the vote, after discussion, all written 
proposals offered by any of the members present. 
^ All questions shall be decided by th^ majority of the 
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members present^ and in case of an equal division, 
the person who presides^ shall have a casting vote. 

6th. The officers and members of the permanent 

committee, elected this year, shall remain in office 
until the third Monday in January 1819. There shall 
be four general meetings of the society, viz. oh thft 
third Mondays of January, April, July, and October, 
or on the following day, if it should- be a holiday* 
The election of members, to compose the permanent 
committee, shall be by a plurality of votes at the ge- 
neral meeting of January, and four at least jot the 
members of the committee who have served daring 
^ the last year, shall be re-elected. 

7th The general meetings admit or reject such 

persons as are presented, to become either ordinary, 
honorary, or corresponding members of the society; 
receive the reports of the permanent committee, and 
deliberate and decide as well on these reports, as on 
ell other written propositions, made by any of the 
members present. 

Sth. The permanent committee is to meet on 

the first Monday of every month, or on the next day, 
if it should be a holiday, or oftener, by adjournment, 

if necessary. It shall be its duty to prepare and 

» 

publish a monthly agricultural report of the state of 
Ibis district. It shall examine, and give its opiuioa 
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to the Aociety^ of tlie merits of such written commii* ' 
nioftticHis^ as may or shfdl be addressed to it> revise 
aiid order the impression of all writings on agrionl^ 
tnral sobjects, which it shall de^m nec^saiy to piib«^ 
lish^ regalate in what shall consist the annual prizes 
which the society shall distribute, for what olgecl^ 
wd on what conditions they are giiainted; decide on 
'the pretensions of the candidates who claim tbemf 
and, generally, regalate all matters relative to the 
iBStitution. 

dth. — In order the more ejBfectnaUy to promote tt|e 
viewaof the society, each of its ordinary membei^ , 
shall, on his admission, pay to the treasurer Qve dol- 
lass, and the like sum annually, previous to the ge- 
neral meeting of April; at which the treasurer shall 
report the names of such members as may hav^ neg* 
keted to pay then: subscriptions; and m ajl sucjb 
^^ases, their right of deliberating in the committee^ if 
they should be members of it, or at general meetings, 
shall be suspended until they shall have paid; and in 
case ofa failure of making the second payment, the 
' (bUowing year, the treasurer diall report the same ft 
Ihe general meeting, which may expel him. 

10th..-- After the 1st of Januaiy next^ whenever 
any person wishes to becomea member of the society^ 
the following rule is td be observed. A proposal 
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dmte^ afit -penon, fitating.^hk imoie9:profesaion5 and 
pbuse of Tesideiice^ kxead at a ganeral meeliag. Tfae 
proposition is |nit tocdie vole at the easuitig gemnl 
ixieetingj'aad tbe ci^idate is admitted^ if two«tbiKd9 

' of the members prasent vjote in Bis favour*. 

.nth. Persons reuding out of die district^ wlio 

shall have madecommunieations totfaesocietj^^icsh 
the committed shall have judged important and usd* 
ful^ and of which it shall have made a favonrable re- 
port^ may be proposed at a general meeting as hono- 
rary and corresponding members, and may be elected 
as sach at the ensuing general meeting, if two-thirds 
of the members present at such meetii^ vote for 
them; and may assist «t all general meetings, with- 
out paying the annual subscription, but without vot- 
ing there, or having admission to its library. 

12th. Every member of the society is bound to 

purchase a copy Of such tracts as it may publish, and 

, a copy thereof shall be addressed to him by the trea- 
surer, to whom he shall pay the cost thereof, under 
the penalty imposed by the ninth article. 

13th One of the first duties incumbent on the 

officers and directors elect, shal] be to publish the 

* The eflfect orihis 10th article was luspended tUUoljr 19, 1818. 
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rules and regulations of the society^ to address circn^ 
lar letters to tbe curates, to the^seigneures, a&d priu-* 
cipal land-holders, tod merchants, of the different 
parishes of this district, to induce them to second the 
elBbrts, and promote the views of the society. 
^ The following persons were, at the said general 
meeting, electe^ to serve as officers and directors, un- 
ill the 3d Klonday in January 1819^ in conformity ta 
the foregoing rules and regulationsi* 



WIESIDENT 
The Hon. James Monk, Esq. Chief Justice; 

VIG£-PR£SIDENTS. 

J. L. Papinera, Esq. || William HallovirelU Esq. 
TaJSASURBR..— Horatio Gates, Esq. 

DIRECTORS. 



John Gray, Esq. 
Austin Cuvillier, Esq. 
Samuel Sherwood, Esq. 
George Piatt, Esq. 
Toussaint Pothier, Esq, 
Thomas Porteous, Esq. 



Josq)h Perrault, Esq. 
David Stansfeld, Esq. 
Charles F. Grece, Esq. 
Frederick Pursh, Esq. 
Geoi'ge Clarke, ^Esq. 
Henry Griffin^^Esq. §ee. 
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•No. IX. 

• i, 

1818, mUltmnvtgf to tke Reader an accurate view efike prteeMt Uate ef commerce 
M tkeee Pirwm e t t. Tke detatk^'are extracted from lie MomtremL GmMtMe^ if 
Jaemmy 9f^ IKlQtt'^Iti^eiioapoUgyfirAenueniemefmdoeameiit mtMry 
fm$U efviem m^ hepartoML 

IMPORTS. 



AT aUEBSC. 

. ClHUvd 588 XeaaOh 9Ml8 Tons, 
4048 Men. 
85 PipM ....—.«..» Maddmwiae. 

88 Hogsheads ..•••• ditto. 

40 ! ciiaiter calks ^ ditto. 
1 Hamper .....—.• ditto. 

[6586 gallfttt. 
67 Pipes •MMMM...M Port* 
1 Hogshead....... ditto. 

99 Casks and cases ^tto. 

[9291 gallons. 
f85 Pipes .............. Teneriffe. 

too Hogsheads ...... ifitto. 

809 Qnwrter Casks., ditto. 

5 Casks and cases ditto. 

51 DemijohnB ....... ditto. 

[5iei75 gallpns. 
59 Pipes ............ Fayal. 

9 Hogsheads ...... ditto 

[5049 gallons. 
9 Btitts .M..M.I..... Spuiish wine. 

688 Pipes .............. ditto. 

SI7 Hogsheads ...... ditto. 

101 Qnarter casks., ditto. 

, [90766 jgrallons. 

49 Pipes ........ — Sici&n. 

[5352 gallons. 
8 Casks bottled Sherry. 

[30 g*aIlon8. 
80 Pipes MM......*..M JMarcUla. 

1 Hogshead ....... dittow 

[8290 gallons. 
220 Hogsheads ...... French. 

198 Casks and cases ditto. 

[12823 gallons. 
..... Mountain. 

[165 gallons. 
824 Casks .... — .... Brandy. 

1 Box ................ ditto. 

[75822 gallQXis, 
485 Puncheons ...... Gin. 

8 Boxes ............. ditto. 

[68064 ^Ikms 
8 Puncheons ....... Arrack. 

[869 gallons. 
42 Puncheons ...... Whiskey. 

1 Cask ;«............. ditto. 

I Case ...• <litto. 

[449^ t;allons. 

M 



8 Hogsheads. 



9009 Puncheons .-« Rom. 
176 Hogsheads...... ditto. 

2 Pundieons ...... Shrub. 

[ 9 8 4 fl 8 6 galbna. 
862 Casks ^^^.-^^ Molasses. 

[88977 gnUons. 
829 Ci^sks ............. Re6ned sugar. * 

[247711 lbs. 
797 Casks ..m....... Mnsoovad* sugar. 

819 Bags 8l boxes ditto. 

[719770 lbs. ~ ^ 
111 Casks .............. CoffiM. 

2 Bags .............. ditto. 

[50778 lbs* 
187 Casks .^....•..... Leaf tobacco^ 

2 Boxes .............. ditto. 

[211575 lbs. 
2 Caslcs and cases manufl ditto. 

1668 lbs. 
1 Case .......M Snuff 

[74 Iba, 
11824 Pscks playing cards 
18924fi MinoU salt^ 

210 Chests Hyson teaJ— 18065 lbs. 
4184 ditto Green, ^^c.-^14988 lbs. 

15 ditto Behea.— 1990 lbs, 
N. B.— 8 per, cent, has been deduetedt 
from all tlie above articles, except 
the playing cards. 

Value efmerckamdue fo.yiag2\ per cent- 
£772873:14:6. 



AT GA8PIE.. 
SS Puncheons ..M.M Ram» 

[8784 gallonst' 
88 Ditta .............. Molassesil 

[8908 i^as. 
1 Qimrtercask ... 6purit& of Hfiae*, 



|8agal 
5 Casks coffee^ 65filbs. 
10, Do. MasSQv«dosiwar« 15909 lbs. 
1 Do. l«Af tobacco,^ lbs. 
8> Do. manuiae. da. 2L5 lbs. 
.5 Che8ts.gnBen tea, 421 lbs. 

K. B.— 8 per cent, has been dcducte^ 
tfrom the above articles. 

43890 MiaoU salt, duty fRle^ 

Value ofmerchandtMe paying 2.^' OfT <}W» 
£2661 : 7 : 11 currency. ' 
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AT ifEW-CARtrSLE. 

f4 flmcliMiis ..-• . Rtt«. 

t«^54 gattons. 
12 Ditt0 •.-M.M..^. Moluses. 



f Dowleaf ' 

1 Do. panulkG.d<K 75lbs. 



V 10450 lbs. 



5 ChMts gTMB let, S76 Ibi. 
1 Do. BoSm, 101 lbs. 

fitQoi Om slio^ wtisbM» 

879 Tons ^ fU^4aijfnt. 
2800 Biube]flii{ jjj^ 



cent. 



BXW)RTS. 



FROM aU£BEC. 



'i ? 



^our built this year, 749 tons. 

''Tft' PteceSf masts and bowsprits. 
8062 ....•...« spars. 

6997 — Mil timber. 

i3^s6 •.....••. npe ditto. 
722 ...;..... Wafaint, Ac 

22 round wood 

11^881 staves and heads. 

39084 ..f. stave ends. 

64S160 .; boards and planks 

38762 .......adeal.cnds. * 

524 .-.^TT^tte^. , 

12728 ^ handspOBSsT' 

94709 ^ oars. 

79810 ."^bops: 

120 boat-hook handles. 

*{D ........... staancheons. 

529 scantlings. 

f3 Feet... ditto. 
Pieces, shingles. 
1 Puncheons staves packs. 
',76 Hogsheads ditto. 
^594 Tierces .... dittos 
50 Empty casks. 
44953 Pieces, lathwood. 

840 wedges. 

82 eapstsin bars. 

S4251 Casks ashe84 

[94^79 cwts. 3 qrs. 5 lbs. 
401791 Bushels wheat. 
12967 .....*.... barley. 

49687 pease. 

50 beans. 

6.049 Bushels oats. 
364 ........... Indian < 

110 ........... mustard seed. 

16164 flaiseed. 

2 Barrels Indian meat 
30548 ........... flour. 

84614 Cwt. biscuit. 
X70 Tierces beef: 
321 Bwrals ditto. 
397 ...mmm;. pork. 
Iie4 iPirkins and keg^ lard* 
&5J Ijitto butter. 



6 Caabhatttik 

2 Barrels tongnflu 
1480 Casks codSh. 
205 Boxes ditto. .^ 

1058 Cwts. dkto. ^ 
, 585 Tierces salmon. 
218 Barrek ditto. 
82 Loose ditto. 
456 Barrels herrings. 

8 Kegs ditto. 
175 Boses ditto. 

9 Barrels mackreL 

2 »~.«..... cod souxkds 

18 ........... cider. \. 

2 Puncheons ale and beer. 

8 Hogsheads dittOb 
12 ..^M............ essence of spmccb. 

7d Barrels .... ditto. 

45 Kegs ..••••.. ditto. 

19 Cases ....... ditto. 

72 Bottles .... ditto. 

1 Box liqueurs. 

2 Barrels che^e. 

6 Ham ditto. 
52 Boxes candles. 

8 *. soap. 

420 Casks oil. 

8 ........ can balsam. 

7 Bags hops. 
536 Barrels apples. 

56 Boxes ditto.* 
187 Barrels onions. 
16 Puncheons cranberries. 
1 Hogshead ditto. 
147 Barrels .. ditto. 
70 Kegs ....... ditto. 

1 Jar ......... ditto. 

2310 Bushels potatoes. 

9 ............. tumi^)S 

10 Casks bran. 

24 Tons linseed cake. 

56 Bags ditto. 

35 Ca^ trees and plants. 

1 Barrel seeds. 

2 Casks D^ola nmbellata. 
9 Cases oitto. 

4 Puncheons cap^IIaire. 
2 Casks ...... ditto 

2 Casks sarsaparilhw 

3 Barrels nuts. 
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S Barrels itethera. 

5 Baks wooL 

1 HogaheadlrtMp. 

9 Boxes egsn* 
17 Kannndt 
9748 OzlMnm. 

7 CasksHme. 

it -~«:. bees wbx, 

9 PkmdieonslienMilkitL 
//96 Stoves. 
91 Horses. 

9 Sheep. 

9 Bark canoes. 



FURS AND P£LTEI£S. 

8079 Fox skins. 
S^48 Martin ditto. 
S760 BearandcuK 
57482 Beaver. 
S7897 Muskrat. 
9818 Otter. 
41654 Deer. 
«086 Wolf. 

8 M armottifS 
4557 Hare. 
. lis Seal. V 

20 Squint 
«|28 Minx» 
8872 FitdMn 
15225 Raccoon. 
8776 Cased and open cat. 
365 Wolverines. 
Ill Lynx. 

7 Bui&lo robes. 
810 Swan. 
44 Badgers. 
2 Lonpserviers. 
5 Groundhogs. 
16 Casks caBtorum. . 
1 Keg ditto 
1 Case ditto 



SUNDRY IMI^ORTED GOQDS, 

EXP'>RTli:D. 

93 Tierces salt. 
3465 Minots^ ditto. 

10 Casks ......„.,.,■ tobacco. 

15 Kees ditto., 

17 Rofls ............. ditto. 

125 lb* ditto. 

' 2 Pipes ............ wine, 

14 Hogsheads .... ditto. 

5 ikirrelft ditto. 

l:> Caws ....* ditto. 

IB PiuicheoDs ..,^. rum, 
3 Casks w........... ditto. 

11 Ditto ............. iu)lariso<;. 



3 Olteiitsttia. 

9 Casks sagas.- 

1 Barrel ........... coffee. 

1 Cask ............ ditto. 

17 Bagsooooa. 
1 Cask Cayenne pepper. 
48 Tons ............^ iron. 

10 Cwt. .«.«......«... dittOk 

12 Pieoes ............ ^Btto. 

1 Ton ............... oM copfer. 

1 Puncheon ..,.*. ^Btto^ • 

11 Casks .... . dittOi 

5 Barrels pitch >utd tar. 

7 Coils ..••.....«... ooraage. 
1 Cwt. ...........M. ditto. 

1 Cask .............. twine. 

S2?4 lbs. M.............. ^Oi 

6 Caski .....M.M... naii^. 

6 Kegs . ditto. 

21 Bundles steel 

8 Boxes axes. 

1 Ditto scythes. 

7 Chaldrons coahs. 

2 Grindstones. 
200 Bricks. 

808 Empty bags. 

178 Packages merchandise. 

To JTtRgV Pottffir kuMiimg. 

7 Cases fivns. 

1 Cask flints. 
21 Barrels .......... gunpowder. 

560 lbs. ......^..M.... drtttk 

75 Cases .....m.,... shot. 

11 Cwt ... . ditto. , 



FROM GASPIE. 
Cleared 13 vessels, 1280 tons, 102 ate 

13089 Cwt cod fish. . 
18 Barrels cod sounds 
83. .......... roes. 

53 .......... herrings. 

3 .........I. salmon. » 

2 Tons .............. oil 

51 Barrels ..m...... ditto. 

100 Empty casks. 14 Oats. 

FROM NEW-CARLISLE, 

Cleared 16 vessels, 20 19 (on?, and 
109 taien. 

17253 Cwt. codfish. 
^86 Barrols herrings. 

112 salnio^ 

5930 Gallons oil. 
100 8{mr8^ 

S.'iS 'Ions pine timber. 
30 Cords lathwood. 
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APFSHDIX. 



400 PiiiBtbbi.- 
6 StfrLogm 
]i9 CprdssiBallboatirMd. 
116 Head of cattle. 

90 t^ 
S Cahw. 

1 Hone. 
40p WaAtTMbu. 

£.68,875 specie. 

EXPORTS. 

11819 Bushels salt. 
1165 GaUoDs nun. 
64 ............ wine* 

. 123 ........... oil. 

12600 Pounds drr cod fish. 
17 Barrels saitanoii. 
17 .~......« tan 

249 Tons plaster. 

2 Hones. 
£.110,537: 10:0 specie* 

£^957: 13 : merchandise valued. 




IMPORTS. 

400 Bamls potash. 
6tf , tmn»'- — floor. 

89 tar. 

17 Hogsheads treenels. 
8- ••• 
99 
19 

SS -,- 

227 »«i»* nn .»' apples. 
34 Mf»M*.t.M nuts. 
20181 pounds leaf tobacibo. 
83858 ........... butter. 

^2650 .........^ cheese. 

190 •„•—-- honey. 
' 190..<....>~...; feathers. 

4183 ...^fc.... deer skins. 

100 L.....<«:.. wool. 

'^813400 Feet pine boards. 
743530 ....... plank. 

7100 .k.M^ teber. 
2000 1...... lath boards. 

IKVKTw.... bass wood ditto. 

22500 Shbgles. 1 Sj^r. 



lM**OKTS. 

I I', : . . ' 

<)43 Barrels potash. 
165 MM....*.* -apples. 

4 ........... rosin. 

4S777 Bounds chei^Nt. 
25595 ........... butter. 

20400 ........... taHow. 

7217 ..M..^... hops. 

6000 ..... iiesh cod fish. 

90 'M......;. "noney. 

875 Bushels apples.' 
1114 .u........^ nuts. 

28 ........... com. 

2 •...«..•.. cbuns. 
84000 Feet pine boards.' 
18000 ....... pbuiks. 

37000 glimgllls. 
400 Oars. 
25 Gallons oysters. 
896 Hogs. 



Qttttriet emUmg January 5, 1819* 

180 Head of cattle. 
15i;Sieep. 
1663 'Deer skins. 
2578 Bear dittos 
1600 Martin ditto. 
8 Wolf ditto. 
34 Boxes garden seeds. 

4 Bags £tio. 

£.57*875 specie. 

EXPORT?. 

24151 Bushels salt. 
13 ........... wheat. 

604 Galhma rum. 

840 Pounds dxT cod fish. 

75i Barrels salmon. 

5 ........... flour. 

£^,875 specie.' 
£.857 : 15 : merchandise valued. 



f^ Pfiputatlon rf Quebec. ^'Py « late censtM it appears, that the city of 
Quebee Contains 2,008 houi»es, anij 1 5,25^ inhabitant?. — Of these, 11,991 
arc Catholics, and 3,266 Protestaifts. 
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A6RICULTURAI4 Mi^fost for the distiict ^ Mdii4, 

trda, 156. 
Agricultural Society of MontretJ^ rules and regiBlft- 

tionsofy 155. 
America on emigration to the Bastern and Western 

States ofj 1^4. Disappointiii^nts expei^enced by 

emigrants on their arrival in the tjnited Static of, 

2j 3. Price of land in^ 16. 
American, oxen^ remarks on^ 3$. Landscape, 38. 

Report respecting the New York Canal^ 81. 

B; . 

Bartey, on the returns of^ 26. 
Bermuda, the depdt for Canadiiih produce, 46, 47. 

Voyagefrom Montreal and Quebec to, described, 48. 
Birkbeck> Mr. his work Calculated to mislead einir, 

grants, i2, 3. Cannot be too severely reprobated, 7 v 
Blackismitbs' Wlkgtss, H 
Bricklayelrs^ Wages, 54. 
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BritisbGovernment^ paternal care of tbe^ over the Ca- 
nadian proyiQcea, 33., Qoertians to the^ 79. Ge« 
nerosity of the^ to settlers in Canada^ 17. False 
report circulated respecting tbe» 18. 

Briiited^ Mr. bis accountojf tlie treatment of tbe slavea 
in tbe Western States^ 66. 

Buck wbeat, on tbe culture and retoms of^ 25. 

c. 

Cabbage^ veiy productive in Canttda^ 28, 
Canadas^ view of tbe advantages and disacivantf^fes 
tbey offer to emigrants^ compared witb those of the 
United States^ 4> et se^. Climate of> compared witb 
that of tbe Illinoii;, d. Natural productions of^ 10. 
' How divided, 12. Sltuatioui boundaries^ and ex- 
' tent, of Upper Canada, 12, 13. Mr. Sansom's 
remarks on, 13, 14. Rivers and principal towns 
* in, 15. Styfed the Garden of North Aihcrica, 15, 
tJnincumbered by debt, 14. Pribe of land^ and 
expense of cultivation, 16, 179 1^- Price of la- 
bour, 2 1 . Method of clearing in the, 32. Growth 
of timber, ib. Advantages of tbe markets of, com- 
pared with the State of Illinois, 40. PopcdatioQ 
and fertility of the country, 42. Expense and 
inconvenience of moving heavy goods from De- 
cember to April, 45, 46. What time it generally 
^akes to complete the passage to Great Britain from 
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89. 
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Camd navigatioBj on. the exp^oscsa oi, 5fi« Nf w 
Yoric5 Americiia V0P^( reapectrng Ih^ 8I4 

Caov^r,^7. 
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.beck>5«6. - . 

Copyhold farms io Canada^ 18. 

Cornbill^wSh ' , 

Cidttiratedgvfaseay.oii ihe ijetor&a o^ 274 

Cdtureandmaoa^iemfatofhempi 122. 
J>. 

JDwarf French beanSj 145, 
B, 

Emigrants^ to the United States^ on t^ir motives 
and indacements^ 1^ 2. . How disappointed on 
their arrival^ 2, 3i. Misled tqr sach writers as 
Mn Birkbeck^ ib. Advantages and^disad vantages, 
in, their choice of i»ettling in the Canadas or the 
United States^ 4, et seq* On the propriety of quit^ 
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emigrate, 55. Qudifications necessary prerions to 
going to America^56. Articles which they ahoUld 
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on their arrival at the Western territoiy, 62 72. 

Han to I;>e puiMed oii theii" arrival, 72 -^7S. Ad*^ 
vice to those who settle in new countries, 76. 

Emigration, on the present rage for, to North Ame- 
* • rica, !• Indocements to, 2. 

English Prairies, remarks on Mr. Birkbeck's aeoount 
0^47. 

,^ ; . • F. 

Farnis, h6w to be obtmned in Canisda, 20, 21 ; Price 
of labour, 21. Tabte of outlays^ 22/29. 

Fearon, Mr. remarks ob his woric respecting the 
United States, 7- 

Flax* on the culture of, 133. 

Pruit trees, on the growth of, i97» 

. A • Q. ■■-•'••• ■ 
Gaspie, a district of Lower Canada, 12. 
Girdling, method of, 37i 
Grocery price of, in Canad8/66| 61- 
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ItKiiois State, comparfton betii^een the, add the Ca- 

nadas, 4, &• 
Instractions to stnaxgen settling in the woods or fi»* 
rests, 153. > 

k; 

Kingston, a principal town in Ui^>er Canada, 15« 

L. 
Labour, on the high price of, in Canada, 3. 
La Chine, 50,51. 
Lake Brie, 49, 52. 
Laud, on the price of in Canada, and the expense of 

coltivating it, 17—19. Extent of, in Canada, 18. 

Returns made to the agriculturist, 24, 25 . Method 

of clearing , 32, 34. 
Liquors, price of, in Canada, 60, 61. 
Louisiana, 13. 
Lucero/27, 146. 

'M. 
Maize, or Indian com, 26. Culture of, 36, 143. 
Maple sagar, 150. 
Markets of Canada, 42, 43. 
Masons' waged, 54. / ^ - ^ 
Montreal, city of, 40, 41 . Price of provisions at, 39: 
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Netde^M tbe onttarfe and atilUy of ihe, 140. 
Newark^ IS. 
NcsrOrfeam, tbedc|i6l forthepvodttoeof die Weit^ 

States^ 48. On the voyage to and frosi^ 49« 
New Yofic canat 81— 85. 
'North rivefj 44. 

O. 
Oat8> on the coltore and returns of, 28. 
Ohio^ 45, 48, 49. 
Ottowa, 53. 

P. 
Papers on colonies and trade, 129. 
Parsnips, culture of, 29^ 
Pease, culture and retumaof, 26. 
PerA settlement, some account of, 53^ 54. 
Plaster of Paris, 147. 
Plasterers' wages, 54. 
Potatoes, culture of, 36. 

Protestants in Canada, exempt from payiiig tythes, 15. 
Provittons, on tbe prices of, at Quebec and Montreal, 

39. 

Q. 
Quebec city^ air and climate of, 9, 10, 12. The seat 

of government, 42. 
Qttcenstown, 52. x 
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Questions to the British QCOremment, 79. 

I 

Remarks on t^ New York emfLl> &c. 85« 

Report to. the Society idAxta^ m\b»aiM»Smt%»M: 
hemp^ 132. 

Richmond settlemept^ remarks on>'53^ 54* . 

Roman Catholics in Canada^ 19. 

Route to be taken by emighmts going to Upper Ca- 

• iiada^51>53« 

Rye^ on the coltore wd retanis of^ 26, 

S. 

Sidnfoii^ its seed and cultivation, 28; 

Salt, price of, 61. 

Sansom, Mr. animadversions On his sketches of Low- 
er Canada, 13, 14. His reasons for denominating 
it a French province, 14. Misrepresentations re« 
specting the banks of the St, Lawrenee river, 44. 

Servants' wages in Canada, 21 • 

Seeds, what kinds emigrants should take with them, &1 • 

Silver medal voted to the author, 129» 

Slave, horrid account of the t«eatment of one, 66* 

Spelt, or Egyptian wheat, produce of, 25. 

Spring wheat, cultdre and returns of, 25 « 

Society of arts,' report tOy 132. Rebiarks of the, 137* 

St. Lawrence river, 42/ 
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Table of the outlays of htmen, i2, 23. Of imports 

and exports at the port of Quetec, l^K 
IVnnassee country^ price tif land m the^ 71 • 
Timber, in Canad^> on the growth of^ 32. 
Trois Rivieres, 12. 
Turnips^ calture of, 28. 

a 

United Stales, settlers from, not well received by th^ 

Canadians, 54. Exposed to heavy taxes, 70* 

Climate, ibid. 
Urtica, or the nettle, 140. 

Vegetables, culture and produce of in Canada, 28, 29. 
Venomous reptiles in the United Stat^, 70. 
Vermont, 12. 

' ' ■ W. / 

Wheelwrights' wages, 54. 
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